Prejudice and Racial Discrimination as Reflected in Langston Hughes’ “As |
Grew Older™

A FINAL ACADEMIC PAPER

In Partia Fulfillment of the Requirements
For S-1 Degreein Literature
In English Department, Faculty of Humanities

Diponegoro University

Submitted by:
Bagus Pamungkas

13020111130039

FACULTY HUMANITIES
DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY
SEMARANG
2017



PRONOUNCEMENT

The writer states truthfully that this project is compiled by him without
taking the results from other research in any university, in S-1, S-2, and S-3

degree and in diploma. In addition, the writer ascertains that he does not take the

material from other publications or someone’s work except for the references
mentioned in bibliography

Semarang, ....... f e

Bagus Pamungkas



APPROVAL
PREJUDICE AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION ASREFLECTED IN
LANGSTON HUGHES’ “AS | GREW OLDER”

Written by

Bagus Pamungkas

NIM: 13020111130039

is approved by the project advisor

On 29" August, 2017

Project Advisor

Prof. Dr. Nurdien H. Kistanto, M.A.

NIP. 195211031980121001

The Head of the English Department

Dr. Agus Subiyanto, M.A.

NIP. 196408141990011001



VALIDATION

Approved by

Strata 1 Project Examination Committee

Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University

Chair Person

Drs. Siswo Harsono, M.Hum.
NIP. 196404181990011001

Second Member

Dr. Ratha Asmarani, M.Ed., M.Hum
NIP. 196102261987032001

First Member

Hadiyanto, S.S., M.Hum.
NIP. 197407252008011013

Third Member

Dwi Wulandari, S.S., M.Hum
NIP. 197610042001122001



MOTTO AND DEDICATION

“Hard work beats talent when talent fails to work hard.”

- Kevin Durant

“It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop”

- Confucius

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without
hope and confident”

- Helen Keller

“This project is dedicated to my beloved family and friends”



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Praised be to God Almighty, who has given strength and true spirit so this
project entitled “Prgjudice and Racial Discrimination as Reflected in Langston

Hughes’” As | Grew Older”” came to a completion.

The deepest gratitude and appreciation are extended to Prof. Dr. Nurdien
H. Kistanto, M.A. — my advisor- who has given his continuous guidance, helpful,
correction and moral support, advice and suggestion, without which it is doubtful

that this project came to completion.

My deepest thanks also go to the following:

1. Dr. Redyanto M. Noor, M. Hum; the Dean of Faculty of Humanities
Diponegoro University.

2. Dr. Agus Subiyanto, M.A; the Head of English Department, Faculty of
Humanities, Diponegoro University.

3. All of the lecturers in English Department, especially in Literature
Section Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University who has
transferred their knowledge and experiences, so | have sufficient
ability to finish my study.

4. My beloved parents, Mr. Subeno and Mrs. Heryanti. My beloved
brother and sisters, Kartika Rina, Bayu Mahendra, Danang Indra
Permana and Bagaskara Ari Respati. Thank you for your love, pray,

support, advice and motivation.

Vi



5. My dearest life partner, Wulan Fiyatul Fitri. Thank you for the love,
affection and support.

6. My crazy friends in JOEWONG, Fitriyadi Sulistyono, Hariyo Jati
Waoya D.K, Miftah Faris Dimyati, Raden Indra S., and Willy
Fitriyanto. Thanks for the supports, experiences and memories.

7. My crazy family in Kos 41, especialy Bejo and Rully. Thanks for your

support and motivation.

| realize that this project is still far from perfect. Therefore, | will be glad

to receive any constructive criticism and suggestions to make this project better.

Finally, | expect that this project will be useful for the readers.

Semarang, .........

Bagus Pamungkas

Vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LI RS [
PRONOUNCEMENT ..ottt se e s ene e i
F o (@ )Y S i
VALIDATION ...ttt sttt sttt sttt e s e s iv
MOTTO AND DEDICATION ...ttt st e s e %
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt st ssenes Vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS.....ooitiiieerierie et ste sttt sae e sneseeneas viii
ABSTRA T ..t e e e s e e aa e e e ra e e eaeeeaa IX
INTRODUGCTION ..ooiiiiiecciie ettt et sbe e snae e snneeeenes 1
1.1 Background of the SIUAY ........ccceiiiiiiiniiniereeee e 1
1.2 PUurpose Of the SEUAY.......ccceieeriirieriesieee et e 2
1.3 SCOPE O SHUAY.....ciiiiieeiieee et 2
14 Method Of SEUAY .....coiueiiieiicieeee et 2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK .....oooiiiiecee et 3
21 INrNSIC EIEBMENES.....ceiiieieeeee et e 3
211 IMBOETY ettt e e b ae e n e re e ne e nae e eneenneeas 3
202 SYMDOI ... 5

2.2 EXINSICEIEMENt ..ot 5
2.3 TREPOBM....ceeee s 6
RESEARCH METHOD.......ccoiiieieirieieese ettt sne e 8
DISCUSSION .....ooiiiiiierieniesiesiesesee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.1 Intrinsic Elements.........ccocevvveneneniennnn Error! Bookmark not defined.

v I N 1 4 1F= o [ Y Error! Bookmark not defined.
412  SymbOl ....oceeeeeceeee Error! Bookmark not defined.

4.2  Prgudice and Racial Discrimination....... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CONCLUSION ..ot Error! Bookmark not defined.
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...ttt sttt 10

viii



ABSTRACT

Inthis essay, the writeris interested inanayzingthe problemof
racialprejudiceanddiscriminationas  experienced byBlack Americansin  apoem
written byLangstonHughesentitled“As | Grew Older”.The writer uses two
elements to anayze this poem. They are intrinsic and extrinsic
elements.Afterunderstanding the intrinsic elements, the writer analyzes the
poemwithother relevanttheories. In theintrinsicelements, the writer analyzes
theimageryandthe symbol. Afterunderstandingandanal yzingtheintrinsicelements,
the  writerusesextrinsicapproachwhich is  theoryof prgudice  and
di scriminati ontodetermineprejudice and racial discriminationandits
effectsexperienced bythe Blacks. Thisanalysiscan be concludedthatHughesis
managed toexpressthe injusticethat theBlacksreceived. All bad treatmentsby the
Whitesare due to theirskincolor. The dreams of the Blacks are awaysgonebythe
dominance ofthe Whites. They have always beenoppressedandthey can only hope
thattheycan be freefromthe oppression ofthe Whites.

Keywords :Discrimination, Prejudice, Blacks, Whites



INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Poetry is a literary work that uses a beautiful meaning in its word in order to
give certain values.In the progress of writing a poem, the author usually inserts
some persona feelings that want to be conveyed through the poem.Perrine says
that poetry might be defined as akind of language that says more and says it more

intensely than does ordinary language (1969: 3).

Born in Joplin, Missouri on February 1%, 1902, James Mercer Langston
Hughes, was one of the great black poets with a huge contribution in shaping the
Harlem Renaissance of 1920s. He was an American poet with countless works in
literature, including the poem entitled “As | Grew Older” analyzed in this final

academic paper.

The writer chooses “As | Grew Older”’because it has a degp meaningsince it
talks about the author dreams that cannot be fulfilled because he was a black man.
This poem talks about a discrimination towards the author since he was a black
man, where he wants to have the same rights as the white people to fulfill his
dreams. The writer thinks that this is such an example of how the blacks lives in
the era of discrimination, that their rights are being abused by the white people,

and thisis why the writer decides to choose this poem to be analyzed.



1.2 Purpose of the Study

This project was written in order to understand the message contained in this

poem. The main purposes of this project are:

1. To analyze the intrinsic elements contained in Langston Hughes’ poem
entitled “As | Grew Older”;

2. To understand how the prejudice and racial discrimination affect the life of the
black people as reflected in Langston Hughes’ poem entitled “As | Grew
Older”.

1.3 Scope of Study

In analyzing the poem, the writer examinesboth the intrinsic and the extrinsic
elements of the poem. For the intrinsic elements, the writer discussesimagery and
symbol. In addition, the writer aso uses the theory of prejudice and racial

discrimination as the extrinsic e ements.

1.4 Method of Study

In the process of writing the paper, the writer uses the library research method
to collect the data related to the paper by reading the books in library and
electronic books on internet. The writer sorts and analyzes the data based on its
relevance for the discussion contained in the poem and uses it to arranges the

study.
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1 Intrinsic Elements

In order to understand the prejudice and the racial discrimination contained
in this poem, the writer first analyzes the intrinsic elements of the poem. In this
paper, the writer tries to analyze the imagery and the symbol contained in the

poem.

2.1.1Imagery

Imagery can be defined as a mental picture of poem, where the reader can
experience what the poem says. Laurence Perrine says that imagery may be
defined as the representative through language of sense experience (Perrine, 19609:

54).

According to Perrine, there are seven kinds of imagery, they are visud
(sight) imagery, auditory (sound) imagery, olfactory (smell) imagery, gustatory
(taste) imagery, tactile (touch) imagery, organic (interna sensation) imagery, and
kinesthetic (movement and tension) imagery. From the seven kinds of imagery
mentioned before, the writer only discusses two of them, which are visual imagery

and kinesthetic imagery.



2.1.1.1 Visual Imagery

Visual Imagery is imagery that represents the sight and usualy is using
description to create a scene for the reader (Perrine, 1969). The example of the
visual imagery can be seen in a poem entitted The Eagle by Lord Alfred

Tennyson:

The wrinkled sea beneath him claws;
He watches from his mountain walls,

From the lines of the poem above, we can understand how author was trying

to give such avision of the eagle observing the seain order to find its prey.

2.1.1.2 Kinesthetic imagery

Kinesthetic imagery might be defined as an image of something that seems
to move or afedling of physical activity or action in general.Kinesthetic imagery
creates an impression of movement which provides a dynamic sense of a
poem.The example of the kinesthetic imagery can be seen in a poem entitled The

Villain by W.H Davies:

| turned my head and saw the wind,
Not far fromwhere| stood,

The underlined word shows an action of the author. It describes the sense of

movement of the author’s head.



2.1.2 Symbol

In writing a poem, a poet usually uses a figurative language to describe
something, one of which is symbol. A symbol may be roughly defined as
something that means more than what it is” (Perrine, 1969: 83). Sometimes
symbol means what it is, but it could also mean more by reason of resemblance,
association, relationship or convention.A symbol could be in the form of words,
objects, setting, events and character. The example of the symbol can be seen in

the poem entitled Ah Sunflower by William Blake:

Ah Sunflower, weary of time,

Who countest the steps of the sun;
Seeking after that sweet golden clime
Wherethetraveller'sjourney is done

In this poem, the author uses the word sunflower to symbolize the

humankind and their desire for an everlasting life.

2.2 Extrinsic Element

Prgjudice could be defined as a negative belief, feeling or attitude toward a
different people, group of people, ethnic, orraces formed by an irrational
generalization that is not normally openly expressed.According to Allport,
Prejudices can be briefly defined as thinking ill of others without sufficient
warrants (1954:6). In addition, prejudice causes negative effect for the socid life,
such as the incidence of sentiment between one person to another or even between

groups, ethnics, and races.



There are five-point hierarchical scale to describe how pregjudice could be
expressed. They are Antilocution, Avoidance, Discrimination, Physical Attack,
and Extermination(Allport, 1954:14). In this case, the writer only focuses on the

discrimination to describes how the prejudice expressed.

Discrimination is an unequal or unfair treatment against another person or a
group of people based on race, ethnicity, skin colour, religion or other distinctive
attributes.According to Devah Pager and Hana Sheperd in The Sociology of
Discrimination, racia discrimination refers to unequal treatment of persons or

groups on the basis of their race or ethnicity(2008:182).

2.3 ThePoem

As| Grew Older

By: Langston Hughes

It was along time ago. 1
I have amost forgotten my dream. 2
But it was there then, 3
In front of me, 4
Bright like a sun— S
My dream. 6
And then the wall rose, 7
Rose slowly, 8
Slowly, 9
Between me and my dream. 10



Rose until it touched the sky—
Thewall.

Shadow.

| am black.

| lie down in the shadow.

No longer the light of my dream before me,
Above me.

Only the thick wall.

Only the shadow.

My hands!

My dark hands!

Break through the wall!

Find my dream!

Help me to shatter this darkness,
To smash this night,

To break this shadow

Into athousand lights of sun,
Into athousand whirling dreams

Of sun!

Langston Hughes

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29



RESEARCH METHOD

Method of research is needed in order to find, develop, and test the
correctness of this paper. To find the accurate data related to this paper, the writer
uses the library research for this paper by collecting and sorting the appropriate

data sourced from the library and internet related to this paper.

In analyzing the poem, the writer uses two kinds of approach, intrinsic and
extrinsic approaches. Intrinsic approach is a theoretical approach applied and

concerned in theintrinsic aspect of aliterary work.

A poem has a lot of elements as the intrinsic element such as diction,
imagery, figurative language, and others. In this paper, the writer will analyze the
imagery and symbol as the intrinsic element used in the poem of Langston
Hughes entitled “As | Grew Older”.There are seven kinds of imagery, they are
visual imagery, auditory imagery, olfactory imagery, gustatory imagery, tactile
imagery, organic imagery, and kinesthetic imagery. In this paper, the writer only
focuses on analyzing the visual and kinesthetic imagery. Meanwhile, for the
extrinsic approach, the writer concernedwith prgudice and the racia
discrimination issue remembering that the poem itself talks about racia

discrimination.
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