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International Seminar “Language Maintenance and Shift II”, July 5-6, 2012

Editors’ Note

This international seminar on Language Maintenance and Shift Il is a continuation of the previous
international seminar with the same theme conducted by the Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro
University in July 2011. We do hope that the seminar with this theme can become a yearly program of the
Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro University, as we see that this topic still needs our serious
attention due to the inevitable impact of globalization on the life of indigenous languages.

We would like to thank the seminar committee for putting together the seminar that gave rise to this
collection of papers. Thanks also go to the head and secretary of the Master Program in Linguistics
Diponegoro University, without whom the seminar would not have been possible.

The table of contents lists all the papers presented at the seminar. The first five papers are those presented
by invited keynote speakers. They are Prof. Dr. Hanna (Balai Bahasa Provinsi Sulawesi Tenggara,
Indonesia), Prof. Dr. Bambang Kaswanti Purwo (Atma Jaya Catholic University, Indonesia), Dr.
Sugiyono (Language Center, Indonesia), Peter Suwarno, Ph.D (Arizona State University), and Herudjati
Purwoko, Ph.D (Diponegoro University).

In terms of the topic areas, there are 33 papers on language maintenance, 24 papers on language learning,
19 paper on sociolinguistics, 15 paper on pragmatics, 8 papers on discourse analysis, 8 paper on
morphology, 2 papers on syntax, 2 papers on translation, 1 papers on psycholinguistics, 1 papers on
phonology, and 1 papers on semantics.
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EFFORT
Johanes Sutomo INTRODUCING JAVANESE WEBLOGS ENHANCES
PARTICIPATION TOWARDS JAVANESE DISCOURSE
13.30-1430 1 @ USE OF COHESIVE FEATURES IN ESL STUDENTS’ E-MAIL AND ROOM A
wiB airi zaglom WORD-PROCESSED TEXTS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY

Kharisma Puspita Sari

SPEECH LEVEL PATTERN AND REFERENCE/ DEIXIS BASED ON
SOCIAL STATUS CLASSIFICATION OF JAVANESE LANGUAGE
USING (A STUDY ABOUT TRADITION AS INFLUENCE IN ISLAMIC
ANCIENT BOARDING SCHOOL/PONDOK PESANTREN SALAFI
LANGUAGE STYLE)
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TIME NAME TITLE ROOM
Lugman Hakim STRATEGIES OF CONSTRUCTING APPEALS IN OBAMA'’S
VICTORY SPEECH
Machalla Megaiab DESIGNING WRITING TEST
13.30-14.30 | Abdullah ROOM B
wiB Maria Theresia PROSES ADAPTASI PENYERAPAN KOSAKATA BAHASA INGGRIS
Priyastuti KE DALAM BAHASA INDONESIA : SEBUAH KAJIAN MORFOLOG!
Maria Yosephin INFLECTIONAL MORPHEMES IN ENGLISH COMPARED WITH
Widarti Lestari BAHASA INDONESIA AND BASA SUNDA
Mas Sulis Setiyono HOW TO PREVENT JAVANESE FROM LANGUAGE LOSS
Meka Nitrit Kawasari ‘NGURI — NGURI BUDAYA JAWA’ MELALUI PEMERTAHANAN
PENGGUNAAN BAHASA JAWA DI MEDIA MASSA
13.30-14.30 LANGUAGE CHOICE IN CODE-MIXING AND CODE-SWITCHING ROOM C
wiB Milad Ali Milad APPROACH, A CASE OF STUDY IN SOCIOLINGUISTICS REFERS
Addusamee TO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING MULTIPLE-LANGUAGE IN
TEACHING METHOD
Nurul Adhalina JAVANESE VS. ENGLISH: POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE
CONSEQUENCES ON LEARNERS
beni kustiati LINGKUNGAN SEBAGAI SARANA PEMBELAJARAN BAHASA
INDONESIA
KAJIAN SOSIOLINGUISTIK TERHADAP RAGAM BAHASA
Ratih Kusumaningsari | PERCAKAPAN PADA HARIAN SOLOPOS (KAJIAN ATAS RUBRIK
“AH.. TENANE”)
13.30-14.30 THE IMPLICATION OF FUNCTIONAL THEORY IN TEACHING ROOM D
wiB Ravda Al READING A DESCRIPTIVE TEXT FOR MIDDLE AGE STUDENTS
yda Ary Ana (FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES IN LANGUAGE
TEACHING)
BAHASA BANJAR: ITS VARIETIES AND CHARACTERISTICS (A
Rezgan Noor Farid CONCEPTUAL DESCRIPTION OF BAHASA BANJAR IN
SOCIOLINGUISTICS POIN OF VIEW)
Rika Rahma Anissa THE REAL ACTIONS OF YOUNG GENERATION IN MAINTAINING
JAVANESE LANGUAGE IN THE GLOBALIZATION ERA
THE PATTERNS OF CODE SWITCHING IN TEACHING AND
Saidatun Nafisah LEARNING KITAB KUNING AND ITS IMPLICATIONS TO THE
13.30 - 14.30 JAVANESE LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE
WIB ENCOURAGING CHILDREN IN LEARNING ENGLISH ROOM A
Sari Kusumaningrum | COMMUNICATIVELY BY USING SOME FUN ACTIVITIES IN THE
CLASSROOM
. DESIGNING SPEAKING TEST BETWEEN PERFORMANCE TEST
Setiawan Bayu
Nugroho AND IMITATIVE TEST FOR DEVELOPING VOCABULARY
COMPETENCE
Solegar Anggit EMBODIMENT IN SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNING AND
Prasetyo TEACHING
Sri Sulihingtyas PEMERTAHANAN BAHASA BELANDA MELALUI UJIAN
13.30- 14.30 Drihartati INTEGRASI ROOM B
wiB suharyo POLA PEMILIHAN BAHASA DI KALANGAN PENUTUR JAWA
KOTA SEMARANG
Tri Pramesti TWILIGHT AND INDONESIAN YOUNG ADULT FICTION TUILET":
A PARODY
Umi Jaroh MENULIS MENINGKATKAN KECERDASAN LINGUISTIK
. . LAGU WULELE SANGGULA MENUJU KEBERTAHANAN BAHASA
Uniawati
IBU
13.30-14.30 THE IMPLICATION ON TEACHING EFL (ENGLISH FOREIGN ROOM C
WIB Widyashanti Kunthara

Anindita

LANGUAGE) READING FUN TO VARIOUS LEVELS OF
INDONESIAN STUDENTS

Wiwik Wijayanti

ANALISIS KONTRASTIF MONOLINGUAL BAHASA INDONESIA
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TIME NAME TITLE ROOM
Wori Savekti Sutario | CAMPUR KODE PADA RUBRIK GLANGGANG REMAJA: AT
¥ ) MAJALAH PANJEBAR SEMANGAT
PRESERVING AND PROTECTING JAVANESE LANGUAGES BY
APPLYING CODE SWITCHING AND CODE MIXING IN TEACHING
13.30-14.30 | Yessi Aprilia Waluyo | ENGLISH IN CLASSROOM (SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL ROOM D
WIB FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT
OF PRAGMATICS)
Yohana ka Harmita THE APPLICATION OF FUNCTIONAL APPROACH IN STANDAR
oyl KOMPETENSI LULUSAN (SKL) UJIAN NASIONAL SMP/MTsOF
ENGLISH IN ACADEMIC YEAR 2011 — 2012
PARALLEL 2 A
Arana Efendi AM | A TROUBLE MAKER? FILLER WORDS IN SPONTANEOUS
P SPEECH; STRATEGIES OR INTERFERENCE (PRELIMINARY STUDY)
. TEACHING RHETORICS THROUGH LANGUAGES IN
14.3(\)/\/—|;6.00 Isry Laila Syathroh ADVERTISEMENTS ROOM A
:_'“:r?:aat'i Nungki BUKA PINTU: BUHUN YANG TIDAK SELALU TERISTIMEWAKAN
Katharina Rustipa, THE FLOWS OF IDEAS OF ENGLISH ARGUMENTS BY
Abbas Achmad Badib, | INDONESIAN WRITERS FOUND IN THE OPINION FORUM OF
Djoko Sutopo THE JAKARTA POST: AN INDICATION OF LANGUAGE SHIFT
PARALLEL 2 B
Lol Art rawan ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING THROUGH THE CULTURE OF
LEARNER’S INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE
. | ENGLISH LEARNING STRATEGIES FOR TOURISM MANAGEMENT
14'3(\)/\/'I;6'00 EZ:AZkB'E‘:IVx;ﬁhE:: STUDENTS WITH MULTI CULTURAL BACKGROUND AT ROOM B
y BANDUNG INSTITUTE OF TOURISM
Sonezza Ladyanna SALAM DALAM BEBERAPA BAHASA DI DUNIA
o1 Murtiningsin BUILDING CROSS — CULTURAL COMPETENCE TO IMPROVE
Uriae ENGLISH EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
PARALLEL 2 C
subarno, AT CITATION AND TENSE FOR REVIEWING PREVIOUS RESEARCH
B:d?b e IN THE INRODUCTION SECTION OF ENGLISH SCIENCE
' P JOURNALS BY NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS.
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS BASED ON THE
STUDENT’S CULTURAL VALUES (A SURVEY OF CORPORAL
14.30-16.00 | Syaifur Rochman PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS EXPERIENCED BY STUDENTS OF ROOM C
WIB ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE DEPARTMENT,
JENDERAL SOEDIRMAN UNIVERSITY)
Luita Aribowo AFASIOLOGI: PERSPEKTIF LINGUISTIK
ANALYZING THE WORD CHOICE IN RELATION TO THE
Dahlya Indra SEMANTIC ADJUSTMENT IN THE ENGLISH-INDONESIAN
Nurwanti TRANSLATION OF DISNEY’S DONALD DUCK SERIAL COMIC
BOOK
PARALLEL 2D
Aiens Dianing Kartia | ANALISIS PRAGMATIK TEKS HUMOR POLITIK PADA SITUS
Jeng & WWW.KETAWA.COM
14,30 16.00 THE RHETORICAL STRUCTURE AND COMMUNICATIVE
Ve Daniel Ginting STRATEGIES OF THE STUDENTS’ REQUESTS IN THE WEB ROOM D
DISCUSSION FORUM
Muhamad Ahsang THE IMPLICATURE AND VIOLATIONS OF CONVERSATIONAL
MAXIMS IN INDONESIAN ADVERTISEMENTS
Aeus Harl Wibowo PHONOLOGICAL PROCESS IN INDONESIAN SPEECH (CASE OF
& ASSIMILATION AND ELISION IN INDONESIAN)
16'0(\)/\/'“1;6'30 COFFEE BREAK PAKOEBUWONO
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TIME NAME TITLE ROOM
PARALLEL 3A
Prima Hariyanto KATA BERINFIKS DALAM BAHASA INDONESIA
surono UNIVERSAL NASAL ASSIMILATIONS IN MONOMORPHEMIC
16.30-18.00 AND POLYMORPHEMIC WORDS ACROSS LANGUAGES ROOM A
wiB Yusun lrawan AMBANG KONTRAS AKUSTIK INTONASI KALIMAT DEKLARATIF-
P INTEROGATIF DALAM BAHASA SUNDA
Maryanti E. WACANA MOB PAPUA: KAJIAN EKOLINGUISTIK DIALEKTIKAL
Mokoagouw
PARALLEL 3 B
Deli Nirmala EMBODIED EXPERIENCES IN METAPHORS IN BAHASA
INDONESIA
16.30-18.00 | Hyunisa Rahmanadia | KOSAKATA WARNA DALAM BAHASA SUNDA KANEKES ROOM B
WIB
Riski Hidavatullah KONSEP WANGI DALAM JANGJAWOKAN MINYAK SEUNGIT:
o Mus‘t'ik: o KAJIAN ANTROPOLINGUISTIK DI DESA JATISARI, KECAMATAN
P JATISARI, KABUPATEN CIANJUR
Chusni Hadiati THE CHARACTERISTICS OF BANYUMASAN CONVERSATIONAL
u IMPLICATURES
PARALLEL 3 C
Oktiva herry Chandra | JAVANESE AFFECTIVE WORDS IN TERM OF DDRESS
16.30 - 18.00 , A RELEVANCE-THEORETIC ANALYSIS OF PARALLELISM IN
WIB Mytha Candiig MUSTOFA BISRI’S “SIAPA MENYURUH” ROOM €
. . PEMERTAHANAN LOGAT BAHASA IBU DI WILAYAH KOTA
Yovita M. Hartarini
KENDAL
Nurhavl FROM MARTO TO MARFELINO, A SHIFT IN NAMING IN
y GOTPUTUK VILLAGE
PARALLEL 3D
MENDADAK “BAHASA INDONESIA”: DAYA ILOKUSIONER
Syihabul Irfan DALAM TUTURAN M. TABRANI IHWAL USULAN NAMA BAHASA
PERSATUAN
16.30 - 18.00
WiE Mualimin REQUESTS IN JAVANESE: A CASE STUDY ON READERS FORUM ROOM D
! OF PS MAGAZINE
1. Abdul el PERGESERAN BAHASA SUNDA DAN BAHASA CINA DI JAWA
: BARAT: ANALISIS KOMPARATIF
Hidayatul Astar PEMERTAHANAN BAHASA IBU DI DAERAH TERTINGGAL
18'0(\)/\/];9'00 PRAYING PAKOEBUWONO
19.00-21.00 DINNER PAKOEBUWONO
WIB
FRIDAY, JULY 6,2012
07.30-08.00 REGISTRATION LOBBY
WIB
PARALLEL 4A
POLA PILIHAN BAHASA DALAM JUAL BELI DI PASAR
Agus Sudono TRADISIONAL
(STUDI KASUS DI PASAR WINONG, KABUPATEN PATI)
08.00- 0930 [ . . CAMPUR KODE BAHASA BETAWI DAN BAHASA INDONESIA ROOM A
WiB ’ DALAM KOLOM “ALI ONCOM” PADA SURAT KABAR HARIAN

Pradipta Wulan Utami

POS KOTA: KAJIAN SOSIOLINGUISTIS

Evynurul Laily Zen

SISTEM PANGGILAN KEKERABATAN SEBAGAI CERMIN BUDAYA
DAN POLA PIKIR MASYARAKAT JAWA: DULU DAN KINI

Sudirman Wilian

THE POTENTIAL LOSS OF SASAK SPEECH LEVEL: A SURVEY OF
LANGUAGE USE AMONG SASAK YOUTHS IN WEST LOMBOK
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TIME NAME TITLE ROOM
PARALLEL 48
Khristianto, Widya MAKING USE THE RECORDED LANGUAGE RELICS IN HUMOR
Nirmalawati PIECES
Mohammed Azlan
08'0(\3\;'29'30 ggzgﬂ?z:g?’ad KAJIAN BAHASA PERHUBUNGAN MASYARAKAT DI SEMPADAN ROOM B
. ’ MALAYSIA-THAILAND: ANALISIS PILIHAN BAHASA
Norsimah Mat Awal,
Hayati Lateh
SPEECH PLANNINGS ON THE STUDENTS’ CONVERSATION (A
Sri Mulatsih CASE STUDY OF FOURTH SEMESTER STUDENTS OF ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT, DIAN NUSWANTORO UNIVERSITY)
PARALLEL 4C
Taufik Mulyadin INDUSTRI KREATIF, ANAK MUDA, DAN BASA SUNDA
08.00 - 09.30
ROOM C
WIB Veria Seotianinatias | ANALISIS DIALEK A DAN DIALEK O BAHASA LAMPUNG: KAJIAN
ptianing FONOLOGI
Yuni Ferawat INTERFERENSI BAHASA CINA DIALEK HAKKA PADA ISTILAH
¥ PENAMBANGAN TIMAH BANGKA
PARALLEL 4D
Culiarm KONTRASTIF BAHASA MINANGKABAU DENGAN BAHASA
08.00 - 09.30 INDONESIA DI TINJAU DARI SEGI PREPOSISI FOOM D
WIB . YA LEXICAL MEANING AND ITS LOSS AND GAIN OF INFORMATION
IN TRANSLATION
retno purc Rl DECONSTRUCTION OF IDEOLOGICAL HEGEMONY OF
& LANGUAGE-CULTURE MAINTENANCE IN SUNDANESE MEDIA
09'3(\),\/'|39'45 CEFFEE BREAK PAKOEBUWONO
05,45 - 11.00 PLENARY 2
e PAKOEBUWONO
WIB Herudiati Purwatll LINGUISTIC DOMAINS: KEYS TO THE MAINTENANCE OF
Ut ' JAVANESE
11‘0(\),\/'|;1'15 CLOSING PAKOEBUWONO
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A RELEVANCE-THEORETIC ANALYSIS OF MUSTOFA BISRI’S POEM “SIAPA
MENYURUH?”

Mytha Candria
Diponegoro University,Semarang
candria01@yahoo.com

Abstract

This article presents an interpretive study of “Siapa Menyuruh?”, a poem by Indonesia’s
contemporary poet Mustofa Bisri. The study is carried out within the framework of Sperber
and Wilson’s relevance theory (RT), which is based on the principles that human cognition
tends to the maximization of relevance (I), and that every act of communication presumes its
own optimal relevance (Il). This suggests that in the relevance-theoretic perspective, Bisri
wrote the poem “Siapa Menyuruh’ not because he wanted to violate certain linguistic norms
or any communicative maxims, but because this was the most relevant utterance he could
produce. He intentionally raised the effort to process his poem because he promised greater
cognitive effects to the reader. The reader who is willing to process his utterances in the
poem further is granted not with one, single strong implicature, but with a number of weak
implicatures.

Key words: Relevance Theory (RT), strong and weak implicatures, Mustofa Bisri, and
contemporary Indonesian poetry.

1. Introduction

Relevance Theory or RT (Sperber & Wilson, 1986, 1995; Wilson & Sperber, 2002, 2004) is a
pragmatic approach to human communication rooted in the notion that what we need in communication is
to be relevant. The search for relevance is not a procedure that we can follow or violate because it is the
basic nature of human cognition. An utterance is relevant to us, according to Wilson and Sperber (2002,
p. 251), when it interacts with our background information to produce significant conclusions or positive
cognitive effects®, for example, “by answering our question, improving our knowledge on a certain
topic”, or “confirming our suspicion”.

Relevance is measured in terms of positive cognitive effect and processing effort. The greater the
cognitive effects produced when processing an utterance, the more relevant the utterance is. In contrast,
the lower our effort to process an utterance, the more relevant the utterance is. Our cognition, however,
does not process any relevant utterance available, as it tends to be “geared to the maximization of
relevance” (Sperber & Wilson, 1995, p. 260). This means that our cognition tends to choose utterances
with the greatest cognitive effects and the lowest processing effort.

Imagine an interview in which I asked Bisri for what he thought about Indonesia’s current
situation, and he could answer my query by saying either (1) or (2):

(1) Indonesia ini bobrok hampir di semua lini.
‘Almost all sectors of life in Indonesia are badly-managed.’

or

(2) Negeri adiluhung yang mengimpor majikan asing dan sampah
Negeri berbudaya yang mengekspor babu-babu dan asap

‘A country of high cultural values that import foreign employers and waste

39 The three types of positive cognitive effects are (1) contextual implications or context-dependent conclusions,
(2) cognitive effects that confirm our assumptions, and (3) cognitive effects that revise or abandon our
assumptions (Wilson & Sperber, 2004).
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A civilized country that exports servants and smoke’ (Bisri, 2002, p. 2)

Both (1) and (2) were relevant to me in the sense that the two utterances supplied me with information
that mattered to me: Bisri’s opinion of Indonesia’s current situation. However, within the context of the
interview, utterance (1) was more relevant than utterance (2) because it required less processing effort.

Utterance (2) is actually lines 16-17 of Bisri’s poem “Di Negerimu” (In your land). Poetry, in the
relevance-theoretic framework, is considered to be offering different kind of relevance (Trotter, 1992). A
poet frequently raises the cost of processing utterances in the promise of richer cognitive effects. Hence,
in the case of utterance (2), Bisri intentionally increased the processing effort because he promised greater
cognitive effects to the reader. This raised a question in my mind as to how the idea of greater cognitive
effects was of use in the analysis of poetry. | was therefore interested in using RT to analyse
contemporary Indonesian poetry, and I chose Bisri’s poem “Siapa Menyuruh” * Who ordered you?’ as the
object of study for two reasons. First, “Siapa Menyuruh,” like other Bisri’s poems, is written in colloquial
language, which makes it easier for lay people to understand. Second, despite its simple language, the
poem offers deep, contemplative meaning(s), especially for the people of Indonesia.

2. Relevance-theoretical Analysis of “Siapa Menyuruh?”

Siapa Menyuruh?

Siapa menyuruh kalian mengangkat para pemabuk kekuasaan dan harta menjadi pemimpin
siapa menyuruh kalian memilih para gelandangan menjadi wakil-wakil kalian siapa
menyuruh kalian menyerahkan nasib demokrasi negeri ini kepada orang-orang frustasi yang
tidak bermoral siapa menyuruh kalian menunjuk orang-orang miring untuk menegakkan
keadilan siapa menyuruh kalian menugasi para pencuri menangani urusan ekonomi
siapa mengamanatkan urusan agama kepada mereka yang tak memiliki rasa kasihsayang
siapa menyuruh kalian mempercayakan negeri ini kepada para badut yang tak tahu diri?

Kalian sendiri
menggiring berlapis-lapis gelap

mengepung negeri
Kalian sendiri

1421
(Bisri, 2002, p. 34)

As we have seen, the first stanza of the poem was written in a prose layout, and was written in such
a way that there is no division of the stanza into clauses or sentences. The only punctuation marks are the
capital letter at the beginning of and the question mark at the end of the stanza. This makes the stanza
look like a very long question. However, if the stanza is examined carefully, it consists of seven complex
interrogative sentences:

(3) a. Siapa menyuruh kalian mengangkat para pemabuk kekuasaan dan harta menjadi pemimpin
‘Who ordered you to appoint people obsessing about power and wealth to be your leaders?’
b. siapa menyuruh kalian memilih para gelandangan menjadi wakil-wakil kalian
‘Who ordered you to assign vagrants to become your representatives?’

c. siapa menyuruh kalian menyerahkan nasib demokrasi negeri ini kepada orang-orang frustasi
yang tidak bermoral

‘Who ordered you to hand in the fate of democracy to frustrated and immoral people?’

d. siapa menyuruh kalian menunjuk orang-orang miring untuk menegakkan keadilan
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‘Who ordered you to appoint the lunatics to uphold the law?’

e. siapa menyuruh kalian menugasi para pencuri menangani urusan ekonomi
‘Who ordered you to assign thieves to handle economic affairs?’

f. siapa mengamanatkan urusan agama kepada mereka yang tak memiliki rasa kasihsayang
‘Who entrusted religious affair to the merciless?’

g. siapa menyuruh kalian mempercayakan negeri ini kepada para badut yang tak tahu diri?
‘Who ordered you to trust insolent clowns to rule your country?’

Stanza 2, on the other hand, was written in verse form, and it consists of one single complex
sentence:

(4) Kalian sendiri/ menggiring berlapis-lapis gelap/ mengepung negeri/ Kalian sendiri
‘It was you yourselves who brought darkness to your country’

This stanza can be considered as the answer to the questions raised in the previous stanza, meaning that
the questions raised in stanza 1 are not real questions, but rhetorical questions. If the speaker of the poem
did not really want to elicit information or to expect an answer from his audience, what was/were the
reason(s) he raised the questions?

The poem “Siapa Menyuruh?” was published in Bisri’s anthology Negeri Daging (Land of Flesh,
2002), on the preface of which he wrote that in this anthology, like in his other books of poems, he
continued to create poems related to humanity and Indonesia. Therefore, it is relevant to assume that the
poem “Siapa Menyuruh?” is connected to Indonesia and the people of Indonesia. The pronoun kalian
(you, plural) referred to the people of Indonesia, and the immoral individuals mentioned throughout
stanza 1 were Indonesia’s bureaucrats, parliamentary members, and judicial personnels. Based on these
assumptions, we can draw a contextual implication:

(5) The rhetorical questions of stanza 1 were used to point out the fact that kalian (Indonesian people)
had authorized irresponsible individuals in all sectors: politics, economy, law, and religion.

Such a paraphrase as (5), in RT perspective, is inadequate to articulate the rhetorical questions. The
paraphrase, as Blakemore (1992, p. 156) puts it, misses “the bite of the original”. A poet creates poetry
not because he wants to communicate a proposition or a set of propositions; on the other hand, people
read poetry not to obtain certain information or to derive a particular conclusion, as is capture in (5).
Instead, they read poetry for pleasure, and the pleasure of literary writing and reading is lost under the
paraphrase in (5).

Another problem with the paraphrase in (5) is that it contradicts the idea of the search for optimal
relevance. If the search for optimal relevance is the basic nature of human communication, a speaker will
not attract his audience’s attention unless he produces an utterance with the greatest cognitive effects and
the least processing effort. Hence, if the paraphrase was exactly what Bisri intended to communicate, he
had violated the search for relevance by raising the processing effort. He could have reduced the cost of
processing effort by, for instance, saying his intention more directly (rather than bothering his audience to
process his poem).

In literary communication, according to RT, a poet frequently raises the effort to process his
utterances because he promises greater cognitive effects to the reader (Pilkington, 1991, 1992, 2000;
Trotter, 1992). In the case of stanza 1 of “Siapa Menyuruh?”, the rhetorical questions are used “primarily
for stylistic effect” and are used when a speaker “is trying work up the emotional temperature” (Cuddon,
1999, pp. 748-749). This leads to a further challenge, for the rhetorical questions, and thus the poem, may
raise different emotions in different readers, and it is unclear which emotional state was actually
communicated by the poet. The readers can only weakly assume and conclude which emotional state or
impression is intended by the poet. This means that the readers are left with greater responsibility to
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choose the relevant interpretation(s) of the poem because there is not one single interpretation of the
poem (strong implicature), but there are a number of possible interpretations (weak implicatures).

3. Conclusion

In the Relevance-theoretic approach, it is the search for relevance that governs human
communication. Relevance is assessed with regards to cognitive effects and the cost of processing effort.
The greater the cognitive effects resulted, the more relevant the utterance; on the contrary, the lower the
effort used to process an utterance, the more relevant the utterance. Literary communication, however,
offers different kind of relevance, by increasing the cost of processing effort and promising richer
cognitive effects.
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