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Editors’ Note 
 

This international seminar on Language Maintenance and Shift II is a continuation of the previous 

international seminar with the same theme conducted by the Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro 

University in July 2011. We do hope that the seminar with this theme can become a yearly program of the 

Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro University, as we see that this topic still needs our serious 

attention due to the inevitable impact of globalization on the life of indigenous languages. 

 

We would like to thank the seminar committee for putting together the seminar that gave rise to this 

collection of papers. Thanks also go to the head and secretary of the Master Program in Linguistics 

Diponegoro University, without whom the seminar would not have been possible. 

 

The table of contents lists all the papers presented at the seminar. The first five papers are those presented 

by invited keynote speakers. They are Prof. Dr. Hanna (Balai Bahasa Provinsi Sulawesi Tenggara, 

Indonesia), Prof. Dr. Bambang Kaswanti Purwo (Atma Jaya Catholic University, Indonesia), Dr. 

Sugiyono (Language Center, Indonesia), Peter Suwarno, Ph.D (Arizona State University), and Herudjati 

Purwoko, Ph.D (Diponegoro University).   

 
In terms of the topic areas, there are 33 papers on language maintenance, 24 papers on language learning, 

19 paper on sociolinguistics, 15 paper on pragmatics, 8 papers on discourse analysis, 8 paper on 

morphology, 2 papers on syntax, 2 papers on translation, 1 papers on psycholinguistics, 1 papers on 

phonology, and 1 papers on semantics.  
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STRATEGIES OF CONSTRUCTING APPEALS IN OBAMA’S VICTORY SPEECH 

  

Luqman Hakim 

Universitas Diponegoro 

luqmanfajrin@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 

 

One of important things that a speaker should pay attention in delivering a speech is 

constructing appeals. By constructing appeals in the speech, it will make the well-organized 

content of speech to be more influencing and convincing.  In addition, constructing appeals 

in the speech is also primarily essential as it particularly impacts to the audience’s feeling. 

As Baird stated (1981: 19) the feelings toward the speaker are important determinants of 

listeners’ acceptance of the speaker’s message. Constructing audience’s appeals is an 

important point in communication in the objective of persuading audience (Baird, 

1981:199). By constructing appeals in the message, the speaker can also motivate the 

listeners to attend the message and to persuade them. In addition, the speaker not only needs 

to give people reasons for doing or thinking things, we also need to stir their emotions so 

that those actions or thought are strong and long lasting. 

As a matured politician having well experienced in public speaking, Obama has many 

inspiring speeches which achieved immediate popularity around the world.  Many of his 

speeches are broadcasted in video sharing web site like YouTube, garnering many views and 

being watched by million views around the world. One of his inspiring speeches is his 

victory speech delivered right after he won U.S. presidential election. Obama's victory 

speech is a powerful example speech in communication on how to connect with and inspire 

audiences. He gave his victory speech at Grant Park in his home city of Chicago, Illinois. 

There were tears of joy in Chicago when America's new president-elect Barack Obama took 

to the stage to speak to his supporters. It was watched by an estimated crowd of 240,000. 

Considered one of the most widely-watched and repeated political addresses in recent 

history, Obama's speech focused on the major issues facing the United States and the world, 

all echoed through his campaign slogan of change. Obama’s victory speech consists of 

influencing people's beliefs, values, attitudes, and behaviors. He persuaded people when he 

somehow convinced them, to think what he wanted them to think, feel what he wanted them 

to feel, or do what he wanted them to do.  

As a learner, I am interestingly interested to analyze strategies of constructing appeals in 

Obama’s victory speech as it is a model of great powerfully inspiring speech. 

 

Keywords: speech, constructing appeals strategies, public speaking 

 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

The success of our delivery will largely depend upon how well we have organized our message and the 

delivery. One important thing that a speaker should pay attention in the delivery of the speech is 

constructing appeals. By constructing appeals in the speech, it will make the well-organized content of 

speech to be more influencing and convincing.  In addition, constructing appeals in the speech is also 

primarily essential as it particularly impacts to the audience’s feeling. As Baird stated (1981: 19) the 

feelings toward the speaker are important determinants of listeners’ acceptance of the speaker’s message. 

Constructing audience’s appeals is an important point in communication in the objective of persuading 

audience (Baird, 1981:199). By constructing appeals in the message, the speaker can also motivate the 

listeners to attend the message and to persuade them. In addition, the speaker not only needs to give 

people reasons for doing or thinking things, we also need to stir their emotions so that those actions or 

thought are strong and long lasting.  

 Obama is a politician, one of the greatest public speakers that America has. He is the first 

African-American president in American History. On November 4, 2008, Obama won the presidential 

election, which will make him the 44th President of the United States, succeeding George W. Bush. In 

addition, the effectiveness of Obama's public speaking is adept at inspiring the emotion of elevation, the 

desire to act morally and do well for others.  
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One of his inspiring speeches is his victory speech delivered right after he won U.S. presidential election. 

Obama's victory speech is a powerful example speech in communication on how to connect with and 

inspire audiences. He gave his victory speech at Grant Park in his home city of Chicago, Illinois. There 

were tears of joy in Chicago when America's new president-elect Barack Obama took to the stage to 

speak to his supporters. It was watched by an estimated crowd of 240,000. Considered one of the most 

widely-watched and repeated political addresses in recent history, Obama's speech focused on the major 

issues facing the United States and the world, all echoed through his campaign slogan of change. 

Obama’s victory speech consists of influencing people's beliefs, values, attitudes, and behaviors. He 

persuaded people when he somehow convinced them, to think what he wanted them to think, feel what he 

wanted them to feel, or do what he wanted them to do.  

 As a learner, the writer is interestingly to analyze strategies of constructing appeals in Obama’s 

victory speech as it is a model of great powerfully inspiring speech delivered by one of the greatest 

American speakers. Constructing audience’s appeals is an important point in communication in the 

objective of persuading audience. By constructing appeals in the message, the speaker can motivate the 

listeners to attend the message and to persuade them.  

 

II. THEORY STRATEGIES OF CONSTRUCTING APPEALS 

Communication has as its central interest those behavioral situations in which a source transmits a 

message to a receivers with conscious intent of affect the latter’s behavior (Miller, 1966: 92).  Therefore, 

the impact of the message could affect he receivers in their latter’s behavior. Although someone may have 

something valuable to communicate, the message will be lost if the delivery is poor (Barker, 1975). 

Adler, and Rodman (1985: 258) points out that an effective public speech is all about influencing our 

audience to accomplish one peculiar purpose, or more. 

 There are various kinds of appeals employed by a speaker in the speech. They are appeal to 

motives, appeal to audience needs, appeal to reasoning, and appeal to emotions. The following is the list 

of appeals and its constructing appeal strategies suggested by Baird (1981: 254-264). They are: 

II.1 Appeal to motives 

The motives (or drives, or needs) cause people to behave. According to one theory, they act in order 

to reduce their physiological needs, their safety needs, their social needs, their esteem needs, and their 

needs for self-actualization. We also considered other elements of people’s minds; their values, their 

needs to maintain consistency, and so on. Now comes to the question, how can the speaker use these 

things? How can the speaker appeal things to listeners? Here are four strategies suggested that may be 

used individually or in combination to appeal to the things listeners want. 

(a) Show utility 

Generally, people do or think something because they believe it will acquire for them something they 

want. Generally people want the five needs: physiological, safety, social, esteem, and self-

actualization.  

(b)  Relate to audience values 

People have value systems concerning what is right, moral, desirable, and so on, and that they wish 

to think and behave in ways consistent with those values. People have value systems concerning 

what is right, moral, desirable, and so on, and that they wish to think and behave in ways consistent 

with those values.  

(c) Create inconsistency 

We saw characteristic of the human mind: the desire to maintain consistent beliefs, attitudes, values, 

and behaviors. This strategy is showing inconsistency in audience’s thoughts or actions, or simply 

arguing for the thing the speaker wants.  

II.2  Appeal to Audience Needs 

People already have some idea of what people want the five needs we previously specified: physiological, 

safety, social, esteem, and self-actualization. Using this knowledge, the speaker can construct messages 

that offer to satisfy needs presently unsatisfied or to better satisfy needs now receiving only minimal 

satisfaction.  

(a)  Promise to help them satisfy unsatisfied needs.  

When a speaker can use this appeal, it is extremely effective. First, the speaker should identify 

something the audience want but are not getting: inclusion, affection, security, or some other need. 

Then, during the speech, the speaker identifies that unmet need for the audience and shows them 

how our proposal will help them to satisfy it. This method of appealing to audience needs can be an 

extremely effective strategy. 
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(b) Promise to help them satisfy needs better.  

In our society, most people have most of their needs satisfied to some degree. Thus, instead of 

promising to satisfy unsatisfied needs, a speaker instead may have to talk about improvements in 

need satisfaction.  

(c) Promise to help them continue satisfaction of threatened needs.  

II.3 Appeal to Reasoning 

To achieve persuasion, we have to give people good reason (Baird, 1981:202). Here, the speaker 

may consider two argument-related matters through which he can appeal to listeners' reasoning 

processes.  

II.4 Appeal to Emotions 

An emotion is a mental and physiological state associated with a wide variety of feelings, thoughts, 

and behavior. Persuasion is most effectively achieved when audience emotions can be arosed (Baird, 

1981: 202).  There are some actual emotional appeal strategies the speaker might employ. 

(a) Humor.  

Many speakers throughout history have been known for their use of humor to persuade their 

audiences. Happily, scientific evidence tends to support the effectiveness of humor in persuasion. 

In all situations where humor is appropriate, then, the speaker would be well advised to use it. 

(b) Fear Appeals. 

As Colburn's (1968) summary demonstrates, a great deal of research has been conducted to assess 

the impact of fear appeals, with an equally great number of conclusions being reached.  

(c) Vivid descriptions.  

Another way to involve audience emotions in our speech is to use vivid, colorful descriptions, 

which paint in the audience members' minds realistic pictures of the things the speaker is 

describing.  

(d) Emotional comparisons.  

The speaker might be able to draw comparisons between the things he discusses and other things 

the audience are emotionally involved in.  

(e) Emotional display 

  If the speaker wants listeners to feel a certain way, he must first show them that he feels that way 

us.  

 

III. FINDINGS 

The following is the summary table of the frequency of the use of constructing appeal strategies of 

Obama’s victory speech in a complete representation.  

 

No. Constructing appeal strategies Sub categories Total Percentage 

1. Show utility Appeal to motives 0 0 % 

2. Relate to audience values Appeal to motives 10 28, 5 % 

3. Create inconsistency Appeal to motives 0 0 % 

4. Promise to help people satisfy unsatisfied 

needs 

Appeal to audience 

needs 

0 0 % 

5. Promise to help people satisfy needs better Appeal to audience 

needs 

4 11, 4 % 

6. Promise to help people continue 

satisfaction of threatened needs 

Appeal to audience 

needs 

0 0 % 

7. One-sided argument Appeal to 

reasoning 

0 0 % 

8. Two-sided argument Appeal to 

reasoning 

0 0 % 

9. Humor Appeal to emotions 0 0 % 

10. Fear Appeal Appeal to emotions 4  

11. Vivid description Appeal to emotions 5 14, 2 % 

12. Emotional comparison Appeal to emotions 0 0 % 

13. Emotional display Appeal to emotions 12 34, 2 % 

TOTAL 35  
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There are three types of appeals employed by Obama in his victory speech. They are appeal to motives, 

appeal to audience needs, and appeal to emotions. Within appeal to motives, it was found that Obama 

only used the strategy of relating to the audience values. It has ten data showing appeal to motives; and 

they are all using the strategy of relating to the audience values. Mostly the values focus on unity, 

togetherness, patriotism, and American dream. Promising to help people to satisfy the needs better is the 

only strategy that Obama used to construct appeal to audience needs. It was found that there are four data 

which employed this strategy. The focus of this strategy mostly on how to satisfy the Americans to get 

better and get recover from the financial crisis.  

 The frequent data are mostly found in appeal to emotions. It has the biggest magnitudes 

consisting twenty one data. It was found that those data cover three strategies in it. Those strategies are 

fear appeal, vivid description, and emotional display. Fear appeal has four data, vivid description has five 

data, and emotional display has twelve data. Within fear appeal mostly shows the tough work ahead for 

America, within vivid description mostly illustrates the impressing story about Ann Nixon, while within 

emotional display shows the spirit of hopes and optimism of Obama. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION  
From the analysis above I can summarize that frequent data are mostly found in appeal to emotions. It has 

the biggest magnitudes consisting twenty one data. It was found that those data cover three strategies in it. 

Those strategies are fear appeal, vivid description, and emotional display. Recommendations are provided 

for the readers, especially for those who mostly engage with public speaking circumstance. It aims to 

enable them in conveying the messages well and achieve the objective of communication; beside they 

would be able to develop their competence in communication. The success of communication will largely 

depend upon how well we have organized our message and how we develop the delivery. Additionally, 

there are some suggestions for the readers for the development of the public communication. (1) agood 

speaker, in public speaking situation, should convey the ideas persuasively and convincingly. (2) agood 

speaker should endeavor by doing rehearsal to advance the communication competence to gain the 

speaking proficiency with various techniques, such as the strategies of constructing appeals. (3) agood 

speaker should be able to select, combine, and develop the strategies of constructing appeals in order to 

accomplish particular purpose in the speech. (4) a good speaker should always encourage himself or 

herself to acknowledge the importance of practice and preparation for the speech (5) a good speaker 

should enrich themselves with the latest issues which deal with his audience. 
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