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Abstract

Compare 10 many maﬁq media available to today's children, previous research
m:msan_ television is still the most widely consumed media .naanm Indonesi
n_._m_naz. a.{mﬂnzsm television stll become apart of daily routines m_doﬁ:
nw.;n_.g. 252. as a separate activity or as activity that can be done Smmg._am
fa.aﬂzﬂ.wgs:ny. such as eating or playing their toys, Meanwhile, as
as._uo:m.a in the cultivation theory, peopie who watch “too much” S_nimmo
are predicted to show an increasing difference in their perception of reali :
s&_n_.ﬂ Sﬁ_m‘ to be on the reality of the “established” television display than ﬂwM
actual ﬁnmm_mw, This vulnerability can be greater in children, especially due to
%n_w cognitive development, They may have limited capability of differentiate
_.na__:mm and TV portrayals, Thus, through various images of life, models of
_uommua.c_. and many symbolic reward-punishment portrayals as a.mmu"mwa in
ﬁ_mu..,.m_on screen, children may easily adopt stereotype, distorted and selectiv.
:..m.; ities as shown schematically in TV shows. Based on research toward N_M
o.EE.am _._n_u«_. 12 years old, this paper describes the effect of television
viewing habit on children’s perception of reality. Compare to many other media
E..m:wﬁm w0 teday’s children, previous research showed television is stil the
most widely consumed media &mong Indonesian children, Watching television
still wnnc.a.n apart of daily routines among children, either as a separate activity
Or as activity that can be done together with other activities, such as eating or
playing their toys. Meanwhile, as mentioned in the cultivation theory. m&% le
sH:o Sﬂnm “toc much” television are predicted to show an Emﬁmm“wm
m_m.n_.odnn in their perception of reality, which tend to be on the reality of the
nuSE_m:n‘m_. a._msm_o; display than the actual reality. This vulnerability can
be greater in children, especially due to their cognitive development, They may
have :E:n.a capability of differentiate realities and TV portrayals. Thus,

shows, Based on research toward 240 children under 12 i

: _ 2 years old, this r
describes the effect of television viewing habit i 'S Becinll
i g habit on children’s perception of
Keywords: Television viewing, children, perception of reality
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PARTICIPATION OF SURAKARTA CHILDREN FORUM IN
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING DELIBERATION : BETWEEN
BUREAUCRATIC FORMALISM AND HUMAN GOVERNANCE

Sri Yuliani, Rahesli Humsona, Rina Herlina Haryanti
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences Sebelas Maret University
Surakarta Indonesia

Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to describe how the bureaucratic
formalism becomes a factor inhibiting the participation of Surakarta
Children forum to be able to function optimally in the development
planning process. Children forum is an association of young people
deliberately set up as a medium for children's participation in the
development planning process. On the one hand, the Children forum is
a reflection of public administration paradigm that respects the rights of
children (Human Governance), but on the other hand the bureaucratic
formalism actually being an obstacle in this paradigm implementation.
Using data from Surakarta Children forum and Badan Perencanaan
Daerah Kota Surakarta (Regional Planning Agency of Surakarta City),
this research addressed two questions: firstly, could the Surakarta
Children Forum serve as a means of giving a voice to children in the
development planning?; secondly, how far does bureaucratic formalism
affect the quality of children’s participation's Forum in Development
Planning Meeting?

Keywords: Participation, Children Forum, Bureaucratic Formalism,
Human Governance
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Television Habit and Children’s Perceived Reality,
What The Evidences Show?

Sri Widowat Herieningsih, Nurist Surayya Ulfa, Tandiyo Pradekso
Communication Department
Diponegoro University
Semarang, Indonesia

Abstract— Compare 1o many other media available to toduy’s
children, previons research showed television is still the most widely
c I media g Indonesian children. Watching television
is a daily routines among children, cither as a sepurate activity or
as activity that can be done together with other activities, such as
euting or playing their toys. As tioned in the theory,
people who watch “too much” television are predicted to show an
increasing difference in their perception of reality, which tend to be
an the reality of the "established" elevisi display than the uctual
reality, This vulnerability can be greater in children, particslarly
due fto their cognitive development. They may  have limited
capability of discerning realities and TV portrayals. Thus, through
various Images of life, models of behavior and many symbolic
reward-punisiment portrayals as displayed in television screen,
children may easily adopt stereotype, distorted and selective reatities
as shown schematically in TV shows. Based on research to 214
children under 12 years old, this paper describes the effect of
television viewing habit on children’ s perception of reality,

Keywords— Television viewing, children’s perception of reality,

L INTRODUCTION

The issue of how children perceived the content of
television has received much attention from communication
scholars. The perception of television content as realistic
(perceived reality of TV) has been shown in a number of U.S.
studies to mediate how young people affected by TV viewing
[1]. This research aimed to describe the television habit and
children perceived reality in Indonesia.

Despite the new wave of many social media appearance in
the society, television still has been the major media favored by
children nowadays. Previous studies revealed that children
intensity 10 watch television is increasing from time to lime. A
survey held by YKI in 2002 found that children watched
television up 1o 30-35 hours per week In Semarang. a survey
involving 183 clementary students revealed that they watched
television for an average of 5,77 hours per day [2]. While the
survey involving 60 elementary students in Klaten, Solo,
Malang, and Bondowoso [3], “showed that children were
approximately spent 4 hours 1o watch television evervday, The
observation’s resull even higher for children in Semarang and
Jakarta, up to 4.3) hours spent everyday to waich television
41

Watching televiston has became a habit for most children to

This study was accomplished with the aid of Kemenristek
Dikti grants. We would like to express our pratitude to
evervone who could make the research carried out properly.

pass the time, whether as a main activily or as a sideline
activity which could be done while they were eating or plaving.
Children learned maoral values and social norms from television
programs because television shows variety of life images,
behavioral models of real life and appearance of reward-
punishment symbolisms as consequences from different
manners. However, television has a wide-ranging programs
and not all suitable for viewing by children because they may
not fully able to distinguish between reality and fantasy on
television. That limitation could lead to false understanding of’
what depicted on television programs watched. Children could
perceive that what they're watching on the television is real
and will imitate inappropriate behaviors eventually.,

The negative effects of television can be moderated by
children capability to understand the contents of its programs,
particularly the ability to distinguish fantasy from reality
shown on television. Generally, the more realistic television
programs will intensify this effect [5].

Il. METHODS

A. Sampling procedures

The research population involved children of age 7-12
years. assuming that they are quite exposed to television
programs. The total samples are 213 children with purposive
techniques in three schools sereened through high, medium and
low SES values, The data were oblained by interviewing the
children to fill in the questionnaires.

B Measure.

Television habit were measured at viewing durations. The
durations classified into 1-2 hours; 3-4 hours: 5-6 hours;, 7
hours and more than 9 hours per day. Children's age were
measured from birth to present age. Children perceived reality
were measured based on their abilities to distinguish fantasy
and reality shown on television and also their perception of the
actors” characters and their performances. The parameter
determined through nine questions with a yes-no answer.
Based on a previous scale of perceived reality [6], children’s
perceived reality was measured by nine siatements. The nine
statements included: (a) *After I've watched a television show,
| often find mysell thinking about what happened on it', (h)
“There is at least one character on TV whom I like as much as
any of my friends’, (c) “When | have a problem, I think about
how my favorite characters on TV would solve such a problem,
and this helps me’, (d) “In general, the characters on TV shows
dress, tafk, and act like people I see every day in my real life’,



() "TV can teach people about things that they can never leam
in school’. (I) "By watching characters on TV shows, 1 feel T
can leam how to avoid some of the problems they face!, (g)
“TV expands my experience because it shows me places that |
have never visited’, (h) “The wav TV characters treat each
other on TV is the same as how I treat my friends in my life,
and (i) “There are a few characters that | admire, and 1 would
like to live my life as they do” template is used to format your
paper and style the text. All margins, column widths, line
spaces, and text fonts are preseribed; please do not alter them.
You may note peculiarities. For example, the head margin in
this template measures proportionately more than is customary.
This measurement and  others are  deliberate, using
specifications that anticipate your paper as one part of the
enlire proceedings, and not as an independent document. Please
do not revise any of the current designations,

HIL. FINDINGS

Chart 1
CHILDREN'S PERCEIVED REALITY

There ave 4 feww characters that 1
admive, and | would like to live my — 58.7
Iifie 4= they do
The way TV characters treat each
otheron TV is the same as how | treat - 22.5
wmy friends in my life
TV expands my experience because it
shows mie places that | have never -89.2
visited
“By watching characters on TV shows, m
1 freel 1 can learn how 1o avord some of . . 469
the problems they face fm= =
TV can teach prople about things that 728
they can never loarn in school =
In general, the characters on TV
shows dress, talk, and act like people - 28.2
I see every day in my real life
When iave a problem, I think about
how my favorite characters on TV - 26.3
wondd solve such a problem, and...

There is at least one character on TV
whom | like as much as any of my _ 54.5
friends
After I've watched a television show,
| afiea find myself thinking about _ 67.6
what happened on it

The chart above describes the ‘yes' answer on questions
representing that the contents of television programs perceived
by children as true reality with high percentages.

3.1 Children want to have lives as that was seen on television,
become a ninja. a celebrity, an athlete, a speed racer, being
rich person, being cool and awesome, having superpowers,
being like Barbie, wanted to live forever, being an idol,
and many more,

3.2 Children want to have fantastical friendship as they seen on
television, like learning martial arts, to win a fight, able to
talk like their role model, imitating roles and characters,
and pretending to have a batile.

3.3 Television broaden children’s perceptions about places that
have not been visited, such as tourism destinations, foreign
countries, adding more geographical knowledge, mystical
realm, Indonesian cultures and so on,

3.4 Respondenis showed a balanced proporiion in a question
about whether television programs can solve problems in
daily basis. Most of them agreed that television programs
could teach them how to think rationally, getting right
solution, smarten, shows that violence won't solve the
problem. inspiring, give supports, not to give up casily,
even fighting techniques and many more.

3.5 Television were perceived to teach children about informal
values they did not learn at school. such as learning how to
speak in English, cooking. religious materials. popular
science, mutual help, etc,

3.6 Children believed that people in the television are all

dressed up in expensive manners and always looking
good.

3.7 Children imagined that their TV idols would help them to
solve their daily problems like cleaning up the mess, cheer
them wup. help them fighting and reporting the
troublemaker to the police.

3 8 Television characters were perceived as children’s real
friends. They idalize Naruto, Aikatzu, Aliando, Paul
Walker, Sazuke, Spongebob, Mizuki, Mikazo. Minato,
Upin-Ipin.

3.9 The majority of children like to imagine the television show
they just watched. Thev like to remember racing scene,
fighting scene, changing into werewolf, having
superpowers, and even remembering scary things.
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Chart 2
CHILDREN'S PERCEIVED REALITY BY
TV'S VIEWING DURATION

Thore are a few ¢haracters that Ladnire, o bk |
and Twould ke 1o live my life as they do 1A% wm
The way TV clieactors troat vach otheron = Te— -
TV ks the same as bow | teeat sy fnends in l@ . g 27.6%,
my life W
TV expainds oy expenence because i — N S
shows me places that | have never visited S0 p

By watching characters on TV shows, [ feel 2
Fean fearn how to aveid some of the
probilems they lage

TV can weach people about things tat they 0
can never learn inschool

In general. the characters an TV shows
dress, Lalk, and act ke people | see every
day in my real lite
When 1 have a prolen, 1 thisk sbout how
E e characters on TV wold sol

sucha problens, and this helps me

There 15 at least ope character o TV .
whou | like as tvuch as any of my fnends 2

Aftaer P watchid a television show, 1
often find myself thinking about what
luappersed an

S12hours B3-4hours ©Sbhours ATDhours 9 heurs Grmore

The second chart describes questions about children’s
perceived of reality related 10 viewing duration. The data were
less Tikely to show any tendency between perceived reality and
viewing duration. On the other hand, the third chart shows a
correlation tendency between ages of respondents to perceived
reality. The repression assessments to identify correlation
between watching habit and children's age 10 perceived reality
are as follows.

Chart 3
PERCEIVED REALITY BY CHILDREN'S AGE

There ate a bew characters that | adeee, and —
it iy o (RS

17,

Thee waiy TV char acters treat sach ather on TV )

is the sanie a3 how T e at my foends i my s_nu
e

T Enpants my eaperend e b ause it shiws
e places that Hhave never wated : g

"By weatching charadters on TV s, (fael |
i how toravotd some of Hhe protsbsm,
Ty face

TV can teach people about things that they .
an nieves learr in sthool

b genitral, Wi chavacters on TV showes dress, FEE%

talk, and act Hke peopie (e every day nmrl* 2% -
real ldfe :
Toyears
374% 110 12 years
Wiher | burvie & probiiam, | think abost how my @12 ye,
Tavorte chatisctirs cn TV would salve sueh 4 :-m.au
protdem, and this helps me

There st Bast one character on TV wheom | g
e as ek a5 aey of vy fiends
Adtar 've vat chad 2 televiton diow, L often

Tirdd rvpsell thanieng sbout what happened on m
it

e
CoelTicients It Sig.
R 1] Std. Error |
S gesooption &' 591 1269 | 5727 | 000
iy |
Watching TV duration 035 057 1 605 ] 546
Children’s =271 A22 T 2219 [ 02R

The data shows that perceived reality was affected by 2.5%
(R=0.025) from the fested variables used in the study.
However, the regression assessment shows that children’s habit
1o television viewing has smaller regression constanta that is
0.035 and insignificantly affected their perceived reality
(p>0.05) with the value of B=-0.271. It strongly indicates that
children’s perceived reality of their surroundings is getting
befter over age.

IV, DISCUSSION

Television presents a nearly complete symbolic situation.
The television was not act as windows of the world, but what
appears on it is the svmbolic world itsell Gerbner proposed
that watching television gradually in long term could possibly
adopt social values which goes along with stereotypes, that
digress and selective as shown systematically in fictional
programs as well as news programs [7]. Children who watched
television intensively were predicted to show uptum of
differences in perceiving reality, which tends to believe in
*shaped-reality” on television shows than the true ones. This
research discover that what happen in the society is seemly
‘meet the cultivation effect as mentioned by Gerbner. Regarding
to the crime and violence themed television programs, the
study found that the audience tends to exaggerate criminal
threat in real world. Meanwhile, a research conducted by
Hawkins and Pingree [8] found that the cultivation effect
caused by television and social perception happened
reciprocally, Watching television make social reality
constructed in certain way,

Children consideration towards television were analyzed
using information processing approach, that is a technique to
find out sbout how children get 1o know, notice, taking
information from surrounding environment, then re-interpret
those information, remembering and reconnect them with
previous knowledge. Furthermore, to use the information in
other times and how they apply them in the new contexts 9],
Children’s ability to understand television were observed from
(a) their aptitude to recognize programs’ feature formats, (b)
their capability to follow narrations, () their ability to
distinguish between fantasy and reality shown on television,
and (d) the capacily to recognize fictional characters and their
acts [10].

On the other hand, viewing intensity did not indicate
correlation to perceived reality, unlike age differences. Age has
greal influence o access, utilization and time spent by children
o consume media [11]. Children span of aitentions are
changing over age and their comprehension of television
programs [12]. Younger children were encouraged by physical
characteristic of the programs. It was similarly mentioned by
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Reeves [13] that age was also negatively related to most of the
perceive reality,

Limitations

The research emphasized on quantitative survey. The
difficulty in obtaining true, honest and consistent answers were
pussibly caused by unstable children concentration during the
interview.
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