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ABSTRACT

This extended essay discusses the representation of the behavior of American kids
as seen through their life styles reflected on Kenny Chesney “American Kids”.
The behavior is well portrait through the lyric, but the lyric itself has not been
reviewed sufficiently. The purposes of this extended essay are to describe the
behavior literally and figuratively, and also to construct the meaning related to the
description of the lyric. The writer analyzes the study using library research and
she adopts the psychology of behavior by B.F Skinner as her approach method.
The result of the analysis shows the description of American kids behavior
literally and figuratively as pride in American kids reflected on “American Kids”.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the song lyric of American Kids reflects the
representation of American kids behavior.

Keyword : literal meaning, figurative meaning, psychology of behavior, American
kids, pride.



INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Study

This extended essay is about pride in American kids, which is also

represented in the song lyric entitled “American Kids”. The pride in

“American Kids” has not been sufficiently reviewed but little is known

about the representation of American kids’ behavior. This study is

intended to describe the representation of the pride in the lyric. The pride

is described as the lifestyle which “American kids” have as it is expressed

in the lyric literally and figuratively.

According to Oxford English Dictionary, pride is “feeling of

satisfaction that you get from doing something well; person or thing that

gives you a feeling orsatisfaction or pleasure" ( 2008 : 340 ).Pride which

has shown in the lyric is mostly tell about the American kids who are

proud of themselves, in their either habit or behavior. They have some

habitual activity, and the activity reflects their lifestyle and the habit

encourages them to be grateful and it becomes some pleasure toward their

identity as American kids.

The songwriters convey the idea in the song to represent the habit

and behavior which the kids or young people in America have. Based on

Oxford English Dictionary “kids is child or young people” ( 2008: 236 ),

while “teenager is person who is between 13 to 19” ( 2008: 443 ). Actually

the role models in this song are teenagers who are called by the

songwriters as kids or American kids. As a multicultural country, there are

many cultures and it melted into one with the identity as American people.

Multiculture take a freedom, so the freedom in many ways becomes

influence toward behavior which is conducted by American people

including American kids. According to the lyric of “American Kids”, their

behavior have seen through by the description, it tells that they were

becoming prouder to their habit and they could  say even there is a little

messed up, but they are alright.



Behavior which is shown by American kids in this song more

focus on the pride as American kids who were born and lived in America.

They tell their habit and it shows that they were proud toward their

identity.This essay is carried out because the lyric represents behavior

which American kids have to represent their life style.

The analysis shows the representation of American kids behavior

literally and figuratively, and also to construct the meaning relate to the

description of the lyric. There is also representation of American kids

behavior as pride reflected on Kenny Chesney’s “American Kids”.

1.2. Purposes of The Study

This study is intended to describe the pride in general. In the

description, this study is intended to specifically describe the literal

meaning and as the figurative meaning of behavior, and also to construct

the meaning relate to the description of the lyric. The intrinsic aspect in the

lyrics through the poetic elements such as diction, and figurative language

in order to get the deeper meaning of what the lyrics tell about. Then, it

explains and shows the representation of American kids behavior as a

pride seen through their life styles as reflected on the song lyrics.

1.3 Methods of the Study

This study is carried out using a library research. The writer

collected the data by reading books as reference. Besides, the writer also

took some information from the internet like getting from some articles,

fan pages, websites, and blogs. This extended essay also adopts structural

and psychological approach focusing on behavior .The structural approach

is used to analyze the structural aspect in the literary works containing

diction and symbol. The writer uses psychology of behavior approach to

analyze some extrinsic aspects. Basically, this approach is used to reveal

the pride in the representation of American kids behavior.



LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1. Paraphrase of American Kids

"American Kids" tells the habitual activities which the American

kids conduct. In their habitual activity, they show some things that have

become daily habits and the habits have become the only activities the kids

carry out. The United States of America is the place where they were born,

and the country where they were raised by both parents. Their father and

mother have given birth to a generation who has the identity as American

kids. The United States is where they grow up, and also where they study

and learn in schools. Every day they go to study in schools and they must

be picked up by the school bus that takes them to the schools and that is

why they should get up early.

They are very lucky and grateful with the life they have. They are

lucky because they were born in America. With those activities and events

that occur around them, they develop their habits and a reasonable thing

they encounter every time. They have a lot of dreams. They want to keep

their desire to put them into the fore front, so they always exist in a life

full of pleasure and happiness.

They become proud of some of their habits since they are teenagers

in America. They usually like to hangout and get along together with

friends. They gather in the place where they are used to gathering. In

every Saturday evening they usually sit back with friends and then they

smoke. They consider the situation chaotic, but they are fine. In the track

is clearly visible that all of their habits from a behavior which the

American kids commit. It looks that they are proud of what they do as the

American kids.

2.2 Theoretical Framework

Pride which American kids have can be described through both

intrinsic and extrinsic view point. Intrinsically, the aspect which is

appearedas an extrinsic aspects is about American kids behavior.This pride



can be described through the use of diction and symbol in the lyric.

Extrinsically, the pride also can be described through psychology of

behavior. The diction and symbol are related to the psychology of

behavior.In the lyric, the songwriters convey that there is a pride by the

kids in America toward their habit and their lifestyle.

2.2.1 Intrinsic Elements

To understand the lyric’s meaning well, the writer finds the

intrinsic elements of the poem which are certainly used in the lyric of

“American Kids”.The writer analyzes several intrinsic elements shown in

the lyric. The writer analyzes the diction and figurative language that is

symbol which are in the lyric of “American Kids”.

2.2.1.1Diction

Diction is very important in a lyric because it is the choice of

words which are used in the lyric by their song writer in order to portray

the feeling, the action and the attitude. Diction is not just a writer's choice

of words, it can include the mood, attitude, dialect and style of writing.

Through diction, the strong feeling certainly can be felt by the reader of

the poem or lyric. Diction can be analyzed from both a character and

writer's perspective. In the song lyric "American Kids", The songwriters

definitely use words which can reflect the situation that they described.

They choose the words either connotation or denotation words very related

toward how the American kids behave as their habit.In the lyric, it will

be found a lot of words that indicate something that usually reflects

American.

Diction consists of two main aspects. They are denotation and

connotation. Denotation means that the meaning of the word is the real

meaning and can be taken from the dictionary, it does not have any other

meaning or interpretation. According to Meyer in his book The Bedford

Introduction to Literature 2nd edition, denotation are “the literal, the



dictionary meanings of the word”( 1990:524). Denotation is the actual

meaning of the word in the literature structure, in the song lyric of

"American kids" there are many words which can be understood that it has

true meaning. In the other hand, connotations means that the meaning of

the word is depend on the word which has been used and the association

people make with it. Meyer also says in his book, “connotations are

association and implication that go beyond a word’s literal meaning” (

1990:524).  While, connotation is the implication meaning of the word, so

it does not the actual meaning. "American kids" also contains connotations

meaning it reflects the songwriters show the meaning of the song through

several chosen words.

2.2.1.2 Symbol

Figurative Language is essential thing in a poem or lyric because it

will make a poem can be more meaningful and interesting. Symbol is one

of the figurative language which tell about something is  represented by a

thing. Meyer stated “ A symbol is something that represents something

else, an object, person, place, even or action can suggest more than its

literal meaning ( Meyer, 1990:581 ). Some words can have a meaning

which shows the meaning that the word has exited as object existed as

place and become an identity of some groups or personal. In the song lyric

of “American Kids” there is some use of figurative language in the symbol

that reflects the American identity which reflected by the American kids to

show their behavior. Symbol is usually used in the poem or lyric to

express the condition and imagination. Perhaps it does not give clear

explanation because it has large meaning but it helps the songwriters to

convey their aim from the meaning of the lyric. This kind of figurative

language uses  figure of speech which is shown by some symbol either  to

reveal something or to state the meaning.



2.3 Extrinsic Elements

Extrinsic elements in the lyric may concern with the situation

within the poem itself. The situation can be the society where the

songwriters write their lyrics. Besides, the situation can also be analyzed

by the history and the biography of the poet. In the lyric “ American

Kids”, the writer analyzes the representation of behavior as a pride toward

American Kids who lived in America. Using psychology of behavior. The

writer analyzes the pride in Kenny Chesney’s “American Kids”.

2.3.1 What is behavior?

Behavior, what is shown by someone as the way they behave.

Behavior was built by someone and it usually become someone’s

identity.AccordingtoOxford English Dictionary, behavior is “way of

behaving”. ( 2008 : 33 ). Behavior is created by habitual attitude which

has shown by someone’s ability, someone’s hobbies in daily life which

certainly has limitation in some of the rules in either the society or the

country.

Behavior is related to someone’s identity, if someone has a good

behavior, he will certainly well known with a good profile. Meanwhile if

someone behaves badly, his or her identity in public is also bad. Behavior

is also one of the factors that influenced simultaneously affect the identity

of the smallest neighborhood environment to an environment widens. For

example, if there is a generation that consist of individuals with good

behavior in the environment or community, more or less the will influence

another individual. Then the community will be judged and became a

stereotype against the identity of those who have a good behavior with the

environment dominance by individuals who have a good behavior, so the

newcomer certainly is capable to have a good behavior too. Then, on the

contrary, if in an environment there is a generation that consists of

individual with badbehavior , the influence toward other individuals will

also be bad.Their environment will have a bad identity, the public will not



choose to mingle with that group. Moreover, if there is a newcomer, he or

she will be influenced and the environment identity becomes worse.

Certainly there will be a gap because of the influence of behavior

committed by an individual in group or environment. This extended essay

concerned the behavior especially which American kids conduct.

As developed country, while the country has multicultural identity,

the identity of United State of America in the eyes of the world are also

diverse, it depends on what some people think about that. In the other

hand, some part of their country for example the American kids will

represent their behavior represents as identity. In this case, the lyric of

“American Kids” will be appropriate to show the representation.

2.3.2 Psychology of Behavior by B.F Skinner

The personality of a person is closely associated with the behavior

of the person does, when somebody behaves, her/his behavior can be

influenced toward either surround people or the environment. So, in

looking at a person’s behavior psychology approach is required as basic

pattern that the behavior which did by someone and it would be

represented by his personality in psychology B.F Skinner has assumptions

in psychology of behavior. According to Malone in Theories of Learning,

there are three things that the basis is the assumption. The first point is

“Behavior is lawful”, where a particular activity is associated with other

activities on a regular basis so as to form a habit. The second point

is “Behavior can be predicted”, it means one’s behavior can be

predicted through past events will be reflected on the events that will

occur continually. The third point is “the behavior can be controlled”, the

occurrence of a behavior through a process where as someone who

can manipulate it to behave, so that it does not conflict with the views of

other people, in other words if someone controlling what actions will be

made, more or less correspond with what should be done in accordance



within its environment, this assumption can be underlined that behavior is

the conducted by the changes in themselves spontaneously.

Skinner states in Malone’s Theories of Learning that “when

someone behaves rudely or testily toward you , you may seek the cause for

such behavior by asking someone who knows the person better than you

do , you may be told that he or she is nasty , aggressive person that is why

she or he acted in that way” ( 1990 : 224).By someone’s behave, the

surrounding people would exactly know about his or her behavior, It

would be reflected the behavior of some people in some area too.

Then, according to Malone’s Theories of LearningSkinner states

“The real explanation for that behavior lies in the history of the individual.

Perhaps the manner in which he or she was raised a history failure, recent

disappointment, achronic toothache, or a thousand other factors are

possible” ( 1990 : 225). We can see someone’s behavior related with the

manner he or she has, it will represent his or her environment, friend, and

relative too.

A region, either country or its environment has population, the

population consists of individuals who have the character and a different

manner, all depending on the habits of the interaction of one individual

with another individual so the behavior is formed and will be represented

by many individuals in that region. In this extended essay, "American

Kids" could represent American young people's behavior.



METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Method

The main reference for this extended essay is B.F Skinner’s

psychology of behavior in the book entitled "Theory of Learning". The

book provides the theory to analyze the lyric in psychology of behavior so

that writer is able to know the pride shown through American kids

behavior.Then, another references are Meyer’s theory of literature in the

book entitled “ The Bedford Introduction to Literature” , and also “ The

Criticism of Poetry second edition” by S.H. Burton. These references help

the writer in analyzing the lyric intrinsically, and figure out the parts

which show the pride in American kids behavior songwriters show.  Then,

there are several websites which provides some articles about the lyric of

“American Kids”. It also helps the writer to understand the origin of the

song, so that it can help the writer to understand the meaning of the song

and encourage her to paraphrase the lyric. The article were obtained from

several sites, such as www.songchops.com, www.billboard.com.

In the website for her can describe the lyric as a whole and get a few

opinions as other references to write this essay.

3.2 Approach Method

This essay uses textual analysis which concern toward diction and

symbol from the song entitled "American kids" by Kenny Chesney. In that

song,the lyric is taken as the material which can be analyzed to answer the

purposes of this extended essay. Other than that, the song lyric contains

the text which the writer interprets to show the representation of pride in

American kids behavior. Therefore, this song is appropriate with this essay

and relevant with the purposes of this extended essay.



DISCUSSION

4.1 Intrinsic Element

In the song, the songwriters express their idea and feeling through

selection of words which can be called diction. In the selection of the

words, the song writer certainly chose with selectively, so that the words

used are able to reflect a feeling that is wanted to be convey through a

song lyric. In this extended essay, the writer analyzes the diction and

symbol as figurative language which are contained in the lyric “American

Kids”to get deeper meaning related to the representation of behavior

which is containedthe song’s meaning. There are two meaning in the

diction:connotation and denotation. The symbol as figurative language can

also be found in every line of the lyric.

4.1.1 Diction

Stanza 1

Doublewide Quick Stop midnightT-top

In the first line of the first stanza the songwriters begin to write his

lyric by using the connotation meaning. The clause doublewide quick stop

midnight T-topcan be interpreted that there is something which has double

wide size and can stop quickly , so it is included as a sophisticated thing

which means car , the car which stop in front over the house at midnight. It

may such as somebody who recently at home at midnight after a hangout.

Jack in her Cherry Coke town .

In the second line, the songwriter still use connotation meaning

which is shown in the phrase “Jake in her Cherry Coke town” , in this



line the songwriter interpreted diction on the word Jack as usual name of

native American or it means there were many as people with name Jack,

especially for teenager , it tells us about some habitual hanging out with

consuming drink or perhaps they drunk either coke or alcohol , that in this

town the habitual like that is common.

Momma and Daddy put their roots right here

In the third line, the songwriters tell us that the word roots is not

interpreted as the real meaning , the connotation meaning of roots is

habitual activity since they were children, the parents who has started the

roots are intended as some habitual activity, to the current state of

democracy , the people can do everything without any prohibition toward

those which is still considered reasonable to do.

‘Cause this is where the car broke down

In the fourth line , because in that place they witness to all the

process scene that have occurred since they were children until adult .The

word broke down has connotation meaning as something negative , the

American kids had seen everything including the negative happened

Yellow dog school bus kickin’ up red dust

In the fifth line , the songwriters still using connotation meaning ,

the interpretation of yellow dog school bus kickin up red dust is that in the

morning they have to go to school for studying where schools and

education is a priority for education be the main for a country has

generation can advance state in the future. Studying in school each day

and have to go every morning is a done by American kids.There are many

school which provide school bus for them to go to school

Pickin’ us up by a barbed wire fence .



In the sixth line, the connotation meaning is every morning for a

student at their schools have to go to school using transportation especially

school bus. These are their obligation, they will or will not they must be

done, going to school. The phrase barbed wire fence means some rules

that adhered to by American kids.

MTV on the RCA, no A/C in the vents

In the seventh line the songwriter use denotation meaning MTV on

the RCAmeans , continuing from the fifth and sixth line , bus which bring

them to school equipped with television so they can watch channel MTV

before they get school .No a / c in the school bus vents means usually

made minimalism and not use water conditioning.

Stanza 2

CHORUS

We were: Jesus save me , blue jean baby

In the first line of the second stanza or the chorus of the song. The

songwriters also use connotation, we were Jesus save, it is intended to

show their religion toward their God. The majority religion in America is

chatolic and Christen Protestan. Therefore, Jesus is called as the God who

always save them. The phrase Blue jean baby, its identical with the kids in

America.

Born in the USA

In the second line, the songwriters use denotation to make their

intention clearlyBorn in the USA , the American kids were born in USAit

means in America. The original place where they live.

Trailer park truck stop, faded little map dots



In the third line, the songwriters back to use connotation meaning

the clause Trailer park truck stop, faded little map dots– New York

to LA . It means that theres no another place which can similar with New

York and LA. It is a part of America.Both of the most popular city in

America.

New York to LA

In this fourth line New York and LA means Los Angeles are

become symbolize of develop city in America. Both of cities are the main

important city also become economic and entertaint city in America.

We were teenage dreamin’ , front seat leanin’

In this fifth line, the songwriter use connotation meaning in the

clauseWe were teenage dreamin’ , front seat leanin’ – Baby, come give

me a kiss, it interpretsthat American kids is teenager’s dreaming, they

were exist and every teenager like to be them as American kids.

Baby, come give me a kiss

The imperative sentence in the sixth lineBaby, come give me

a kissinterprets their expression as become prouder toward themselves.

Put me on the cover of the Rolling Stone – Uptown

In the seventh line, the songwriter use connotation meaning.Put me

on the cover of the Rolling Stone. It has meaning that the American kids

want to be the best as like as they will be a cover model in the top

magazine entitled “Rolling Stone”. Rolling stone is one of the most

popular magazine in America. This Magazine releases in America and

now releases over the world.

Uptown down home American kids .



In the eighth line, the songwriter still use connotation meaning.

Uptown down home American kids means that everything is American

kids home. America is their place, their original place from uptown till

down town.

Growin’ up in little pink houses

In the ninth line, connotation meaning still in use.Growin’ up

means American kids grow up. The phrase In the little pink houses means

their home. The path they are living, they describe as a little pink houses.

Makin’ out on living room couches

In the tenth line, the songwriter still use connotation meaning.

Makin’ out on living room couches Thissentence means the messes which

conducted by themselves as like as they mess up the living room.

Blowin’ that smoke on Saturday night

Continuing the previous line, in the eleventh line, it is still suing

connotation. Blowin’ that smoke means they have smoking. Some of

American kids sometimes behave like that, such as smoking. on

Saturday night, it is the exactly time to hang out with friends.

A little messed up, but we’re all alright

In the last line of the chorus of the song,A little messed uphas

connotation meaning as the messing by American kids it perhaps happen

when they were hang out like kidding each other but we’re all alright, it

means they enjoy with anything happen, they fun and always alright.

STANZA 3

VERSE

Baptist church parkin’ lot , tryin’ not to get caught



In the first line of the third stanza, the songwriter use connotation

meaning which shows another behavior by American kids. They have to

go to the church as the way their religion’s way to pray. Baptist church

parkin’ lot means they are many people into the church.tryin’ not to

get caught,a naughty kid try to ran out and seldom not going to thge

church.

Take her home and give her your jacket .

In the second line of the second stanza, the songwriter put the

connotation meaning. Continuing from the previous line. Take her home

and give your jacket, when they have not coming to the church, they have

to go home and prohibit to go out. When they are accompanied by the girl,

they must to take her home.

Makin’ it to second base , but sayin’ you went all the way

Still using connotation meaning, Makin’ it to second base , but

sayin’ you went all the way the songwriters tell that when the American

kids trying in the second time, they do not still permit to go out.

Monday afternoon at practice .

In the fourth line, the songwriter use denotation, Monday

afternoon at practice.This interprets a story about the school activities.

After finish stucy they usually have many extracurricullar activities. It also

scheduled usually at afternoon preferably on Monday .

Sister’s got a boyfriend daddy doesn’t like

In the fifth line, the songwriter also put denotation meaning. The

songwriter stiil tell about story of the American kids, When they start to

interest each other, they will find someone whom they love. It usually

called boyfriend or girlfriend. Sister’s got a boyfriend daddy doesn’t like.



When they started to have girlfriend or boyfriend, seldom the main

problem is coming from parents’s permittion

Now he’s sittin’ out back , 3030 in his lap

In the sixth line the songwriter puts the connotation again. Now

he’s sittin’ out back , 3030 in his lap. On the previously line, because the

boys do not get permittion from daddy. It perhaps will make them

dissapointed and give up. They can not move on from the girls whom they

loved. They will go somewhere convinience to get calm toward their

problems.

In the blue bug zapper light .

The last line of this stanza will end up with connotation meaning,

talk about the previous line, In the blue bug zapper light, it means some

places where far from crowded and described as a silent place in the night

, there are still fireflies around them.

4.1.2 Symbol

Stanza 1

The writer finds that there is a symbol in the second line. The word

Jake is symbolize of someone’s name. That name is identical with

common name for a boy or a man in America. It’s really American.

In the third line, the phrase their roots is symbolize of the basic

something, it means it is the beginning of something grows. The American

kids parents have the role as the beginner of every behavior and lifestyles

they have.

Stanza 2



CHORUS

In the first line of the second stanza, the writer finds the clause

Jesus save me, consider to represent their religion. The phrase Blue jean

baby is symbolize as the  usual outfit American kids wear.

In the second line, the noun USA is symbolize as a country, as

developedcountry that is America the place where American kids become

prouder.

In this fifth line,the writer finds symbol teenage dreamin’ as the

dreaming of American kids represent dreaming of the whole teenages in

the world. They want to be exist, to be famous and hire their expectation.

Its their pride as American kids.

In the seventh line, the word Rolling Stone is symbolize of

magazine that it is original coming from America. This is very identical

with American teenager or American kids.

There is also symbol in the eighth line,American kids is symbolize

themselves, the writer finds the pride which American kids convey from

that statement..

In the eleventh line, Saturday night is symbolize as the time when

young people hang out and spent the night to go out somewhere with

friends, relatives, or colleagues. It is very related toward teenagers habit

and hobby.

STANZA 3

VERSE

In third stanza, in the first line the writerbaptist church is

symbolize a part of that religion. The American kids have a religion as

human being. They obey toward their God.

4.2 Extrinsic Element



There is also pride in the American kids’ behavior. The

prideisreflected from the behavior which American Kids have.

4.2.1 The Pride in American Kids Behavior

From the literature review, it is known that the song entitled

“American Kids” more and less tell about American kids behavior.

Starting from the orientation whothey are, where they were born and live.

They are teenagers in America who call themselves as American

kids. The United States of America is the place where they were born and

they grow up. This orientation is shown in this line of the following

stanza.

“Momma and Daddy put their roots right here” ( stanza 1 line 3 )

In this stanza, the American kids want to convey about themselves

introduction and a bit about them in daily habit as American kids.

The pride arises from themselves, they show the pride just the way

they are such as they were born in America and they are saved by Jesus.

They are grateful with their life they have. This is shown in the second

stanza,

We were Jesus save me, blue jean baby

Born in the USA. ( stanza 2 line 1-2 )

In this stanza through their life style and behavior, they feel so

blessed by their God. The American kids so proud toward their life as

being American people.



Theyfell not only blessed but also content about their willing. The

American kids want to be in the front seat leaning. Being number one and

still exist is the most influenced dreaming they have. This is shown on the

following stanza.

“ We were teenage dreamin’, front seat leanin’ ” ( stanza 2 line 5 )

This line, American kids state that they have a lot of dreams.

According to Jim Cullen in his book The American Dream- A Short Story

of an Idea that Shaped Nation “American dreams is included into the

puritan interprise, the declaration of independence, the upward mobility,

the dream of equality, the dream of home ownership, and the coast” (2003

: 11-12 ). It means that either at once or now days the American dreams

still exist as the dream they want to reach it. Related toward everything

they have, they want to reach more. It absolutely encourage them to make

it real. It will be the reasonable which makes the Amewrican kids have a

positive behavior.

One of the behaviors they have, The American kids are also

become modern teenagers nowdays. They mingle each other and have

some activities with friend to keep their existence in their environments.

They share anything with another friend, they have spent time together as

the habit of their lifestyles. Sometimes, it will be the most activities they

fond.

“Makin’ out on living room couches” ( stanza 2 line 10 )

This part is shown as the state that their activity like that is

becomes common activity. It is another side of them as human being. It

doesnot give good feedback at least those activities accompany them when

they are growing up.

In the other side,the environment influences toward individual or the

individual influences toward the environment absolutely shown in the way

the American kids behave. From friends will make some groups of friend



and somebody’s behavior influences another one’s behavior. There are a

good behavior and bad behavior, but it can not judge as an impact but it

will judge as feedback.

The applying of psychology of behavior toward someone will

encourage that there is a relation in behavior with the pride which

American kids have. Skinner’s assumptions : “ Behavior is lawfull”, the

American kids live in the developed country, America. America of course

is developed country and has the rule toward the citizens in America.

Democracy in America makes multicultural in America melt up together.

American kids are part of of the Americancitizens. They are American

people who are still young

American kids like the younger generation in General, the

guidelines that formusedon the idea evolved from a variety of cultures, so

often times they are considered the best, modern culture, and advance

compared to the younger generation in other nations. However, American

kids keep grown and behave accordance with the rules.Forexample, they

pay attention education for their future and not completely hasa wrong

association.

The second of Skinner’s assumptions says“Behavior can be

predicted”. As the previous analyze that the environmentinfluences toward

individual or the individual influences toward the environment. Either the

behavior of individual or the behavior of groups can be predicted. The bad

behavior of individual is coming from bad behavior of group, and it is

influenced each other. American kids live in America, live in multicultural

generation and they get freedom and prosperity. It can be predicted that

they can grow up and being people depend on what they got and learned.

Another Skinner’s assumption says“Behavior can be controlled

“,All form of behavior shown by American kids, not apart from up

bringing they had received. As the developed country culture also



teaches their form of optimistic and confident. Thus, the pride which they

is a form of confidence toward what they are doing and what they are like.

They are proudwith their behaviors as their life styles

CONCLUSION

Kenny Chesney’s “American Kids” is the song which tells

American kids behavior. The behavior is related to the habitual activities

and the life styles which is described by the song lyric. In the song lyric,

the songwriters convey that there is pride in American kids’ behavior. The

songwriters tell the readers and the listeners about the American kids’

habits everyday. Other than that, the songwriters also show the readers and

the listeners about anything around the American kids live which are

identical with American identity.

The intrinsic and extrinsic elements of this lyric are analyzed by

the writer. For the intrinsic element, the diction and symbol as figurative

language is chosen by the writer as the songwriters use in the lyric. The

songwriters also use suitable diction and symbol in order to make the

listeners more aware of the meaning of the lyric. For the extrinsic

elements, it can be said that there is the pride in American kids’ behavior.

The American kids are proud of their life, their habit, their background,

their origin, their community and also their country. They were described

clearly by the song lyric. Therefore, it can be concluded that from the

analysis of the intrinsic and extrinsic elements of the lyric, the writer could

understand that there is the pride in American kids abouttheir life styles as

seen in Kenny Chesney’s “American Kids”.
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