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BUILDING AND MAINTAINING CITY IDENTITY
ON THE BASIS OF LOCAL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Edi Purwanto'
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A. THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WITHOUT
IDENTITY: LEARNING FROM
EXPERIENCE

In the efforts of aranging space and Indonesian
ferritory management, it has been the
Territory Lay-Out Plan beginning from MNational level
to City, Regency, and even Sub District. However, in
fact, most of the plans made steeply are just plans

ones arc the law coforcement and the lack of

ity involvement. The reality shows that
between the plan composed and the reality in real life
has wide difference. Moreover, people aspirations are
not accommaodated well.

"Edi Purwanto, Lectures sl Department of Aschitechurs, Faculty of
Enpincering, Diponegore University, phone ; 462247470690,
email : ediporsdaioi@yaboo. com

Life of Americgn Cities (1962). In this book, Jacobs
shows the process of city planning and designinig is
based to0 much om  technical-mathematical
considerations and tends to result a less human
environment with no identity. She offers the approdiches
of city planning and designing that is more humanistic
giving attention i the aveilable social capital aspect.
Neat, according to Jacobs (1962), a city should “have
something offered to everyone because a city is created
by everyone™. With nothing to offer to everyone, a city
is just like a labyrinth that makes anyone gets lost and
freels alienated.

Omn the other hand, the life destruction of American
cities was, onc of them, caused by the city planning
system based on efficiency. The strects were made in
grid pattern, the buildings were built in uniform shapes,
and all in square, causing the people live separutely,
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When the industrial revolution ocowred in America in
1760-1863 caused the increase of urbanization level
that it increased the population in cities and added
problems i the cities like communication. The

problems of communication caused high mobility so
that it required the availability of facilities to support
the activities, such as railway stafions, offices, hotels,
markets, shopping cenlers, and so forth that changed the
city structure. The rapid changes with the nonexistence
of balance i city facilities created slum ares, which is
lmwssill the main prcblnnmm:mﬂlnlhcwodd.

A resident with the background of the part of St Louis city
Sowrce: Anthor, 2009

Before the independence m 1781, American
architecture was a European Colonial architecture
adjusted with the local climate, work force, and
building material products. However, afler the great fire
that scorched Chicago, so the specific characteristic of
American architecture staried lo appear and replaced
the European one. Chicago city is located between the
points of junction of Chicago River that flows to Lake
Michigan It iz a strategic location and developed 1o be
a settlement that rapidly grew 1o a city. Afier the fire
that destroyed the city, the architects joined in “The
Chicago School” started to think about the strategy o
buikd the cily efficiently, winkty.lﬂdammh:ullyhy
building the city with grid system (chessboard). The
style followed is “Form Follow Function™. The shape of
buildings follows the functions, and the buildings, as if,
locked uniform with no personal fouch of their
architects. The resulis of modem architecture arc
functional shapes. Then, the standardizalion appeared
from Europe. Whereas, for Agia, the size is different in
which human is considered as the pari of building
mechanization (with no expression). From time to time,
people get bored with the appearance of buildings with
modem architecture. The peak of Modern Architecture
failure was the building of Pruiti-Igoe in St. Louis, the
famous building built by Yamasaki Il was stated as the
bright work at the city horizon and new hope for poor
people, but it was destroyed with dynamite 15 years
later by the sponsors as the confession over their failure

that brought catastrophic. The 43 apartment building
was expected to be the comfortable model of house
with cheap reat, but it was even the project that became
the base for criminals and rioters. The apartment,
witially planned as the comforisble and safe shelter for

luhclonuﬁ.ﬁdﬂ'lhﬂmﬁﬂhu
the cities in the nhﬂbuhm

hmmmemnrnny nm“%

August 2008, page 47). Wh

However, ihe imaging and the inter—city specification,
now, is fading and even going toward the death process.
In the future, this phenomenon will bring cities in a
situation in which economic activities and layouts arc
no more under the control and ownership of local
people.

The examples above show that a city in its

mnage and ideatity.
Furthermore, it will cause destruction and death to the
cities.

B. CITY IDENTITY BASED ON LOCAL
WISDOM: THEORETICAL STUDY

According to Lynch (1960), to understand the
identity of a city, firstly, we have to understand its

legibility) will be easily able to have identity

recognition. City image is mental description for fts

observers, and it is influence by the components, as
follows:

. ldentity < has the potency to read, it means ithe
observation can understand the city description (by
means of object identification, differences among
objects, and known marters),

360
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2. Structure < has the potency 1o compose: il means
observers can look at the city affair pattern (the
relation of objects, subjects, and observable
patierns).

Meaning =* has the potency lo imagine, il means
observers can experience city affair space on the
meaning of objects and the experienced senses,

In pﬂul l::anll:M. the ﬂmufy of Kevin Lynm

the adjustment with the conditions of each city in
Indonesia. Understanding cily image and identity is not
only based on the presence of recognized physical
clements and the clarity of city structure, bul also the
importance of human relation with physical artifact can
be developed. In other words, the relation is the part of
identity of a city.

Talking about city identity, it is not out of three
dimensions  physical formations of architectural
buildings and the human live i it. In addition, when it
is related to local wisdom, not only the uniquencss and

special charscteristic of physical artifacts, but also the
unigueness and special charscteristic of the culture,
social, economic, politic, and spiritual of the occupants.
The wisdom is about the same a3 pemiuy
Hwﬂhdbrﬂwuﬁnﬂubu;&:hlhnlu
with the Genius L:d. Towards a

N
g
E

when it is compared with other locations.

Meanwhile, Rosi (1979) in his book: The
Architecture of the City, stated that the uniguencss and
specific chamcteristic of location (locus solus) is the
distinguishing significantly with other places. The
mnﬂqiufhmm&ummhdhrﬂm:,m[uhm

ﬁmmy(mﬂm?wmmy}ufhmﬂ,wbﬂutbu
historical mosaic collection of the people’s life..
According to Budihagjo (1991), essentially, city is as
mot only the facility of human activities in present, but
glso the memory source and the arena to fantasize lo the
future. Thus, along with the desiructions of old

buildings, the memory that can be the referemce of
inspiration for new quality works were also gope. Rosi
said that the signs, symbols, monuments, markers and
the smme kinds of il, the autheniic ones, they are
meaningful a3 the reflection of city history in the form
of visible and visualized things.

According to Siregar (2006), each city, now, as the
build environment, has passed through its each

the roots, particuls v culture, have referred so
far to the past. Ind culture and its realizifion to
physical environment have through the

characters. They all give the soul to the city (incladé the
architectural products) that distinguishing meaningfully
habit, and custom have created local people
personalities. They must be the major foundation in

ing &nd designing, and they must not be controlled
by instructions and doctrines in force and averape ways
because by doing so the soul and spirit of a place will

In archilecture, a form, when it is occupied by the
people and provides everything needed, is considered to
have soul and spirit However, the form is not all 1o
preserve and to develop, but the soul and spint are
much more important. Physical form can change, even
mm&mmwmhmmmlﬂm
The soul and spirit must be captured, then, to, be
retrieved dynamically, innovatively, and creatively with
& new idiom or expression representing present time.
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C. WHAT FACTORS ARE REQUIRED IN
BUILDING CITY IDENTITY?

On the basis of the outline of part B on the
Destruction of Cities with Mo Identity, it is stated that
cities designed with planning process approach and city
planning based on, more, the lechnical and
mathematical considerations tend to result a less human
life environment, dry, and no identity. Jacobs (1962)
observed some cities build after the revolution industry
of America, and in fact, then, the cities were destroyed
because their failure in fulfilling the life nesds of urban
people. On the other hand, the citics initially planned in
organic ways (traditional), particularly in some citles of
Asia and Afnica, are still exist up o now, and they even
become the icons of each countries, such as the cities in
Japan, China, Indonesia (Yogyakarta and Surakaria),
Morocco, Egypt, and so forth. The other question, then,
emerges on why the European cities bult through
modern city approach (afier the renasissance period)
even succeeded to build their identity, such as Paris,
Roma, and London. According o Rapoport (in Zahd,
19499), the similaritics of the citics buili through the
approach of modern city both in America and in Burope
are on the “structure and form"™ of the cities. However,
the differences are cilies in America do nol consider the
arrangement characters, the hierarchy (which places are
more important than others are) in the morphology or
the structure of the cities so thal American cities seem
to be unfinished and tum to non-coding and placeless,
and place more priority on efficiency, mobility, and
Mexibility as the main things.

In present condition, the problem is on how o
build and to develop cities, its ideniity al once, in
Indonesia in specific. The most imporiant thing fo
consider is bow io utilize the architectural potency and
wealth, and local climate and culture used as the basis
in planning and designing a city with identity.

1) Having a Clear City Structure

A city, which is easy 10 be understood and o have
impression, is the one having clear structure so that the
urban people or observers can easily explore, and have
orientation o the surrounding enviromment. Besides,
with a clear division of city fupctions, it makes citizens
or observers feel comforlable to stay and to do their
mobility easily and quickly in the city.

Instead, the city with unclear structure frequently
inviles problems for ils cilizen or observers, such as
traffic jam, because some city functions (e.g. tading)
are placed in inappropriate position so that il penerutes
extraordinary traffic movement, or the unavailability of
pedestrian path causes people to be uncomfortable to
walk and afraid to pass through.

In traditional cities (along the porthem coast of
Java, in specific), the city structure can be understood
by the presence of the core (center) in the form of

center with the “alun-alun™ (roundabout) in
front of it and there is a mosque in the west side.
Unfortunalely, the waditional city center with the
orientation to the “alun-alun”, is gradually dead because
it is not integrated with new functions that become the
needs of the people.

Likewise, when plunning and designing moder
city (or called independent and satellile city),
developers merely tend o consider their interests, not 1o
integrate with the swrounding area so that it causes
lerrible traffic jam, especially whea people go to school
or to work, or in reverse.

The integrated plan of city structure is an absolule
need, not only to integrate old functions with the new
omes, but also the new functions for the surrounding
area. The purpose is to make people in the city
comfortable to live in and interesting o  visil
(Kusumawijaya, 2006).

1) Having Unigueness and Specific Physieal

Artifact

A good city is a city that is able to provide rich
space experience for the cilizen or cbservers, and it
stimmilates all hivman senses. The trip (o Bali island, for
example, brings us to the experience of watching,
smelling, hearing, and feeling the texture of
architectural space or what Ken-Ichi Sasaki, a
sociologist, called as “factility experience”. It can occur
because of the factors of good, intimate, emotional, and
anthropometric space scale.

Several cities were destructed in their visual
system, and the visual quality decreased. The causes
were ithe forest of advertisement boards set by
neglecting proportion, scale, and esthetic principles. By
the reason for gaining more regional income (FPAD),
local government gives more and more opporiumities
for privates to advertise through pgiant boards or
hillboards. Even, some billboards close the facade of
ancient  buildings having unique and interesting
architecture that can be local specific potency.

Figug 2
The China Town Buildings in Malichoro Street covered by
ndvertisement bosrids,
Sowrce: Anthor, 2005

For cities included into the type of traditional and
trading city, specific architectural anifsct and certain
cthmic group hving in are relatively still found in
Yogyakarta. [t can be recognized through the physical
a.nifnctsnfl(sﬂmmdlhummﬁllgnmﬁnmhg
axis like Maliboro Street and up to now, the streel
mmmwm::nmdmmdhymy

cities, particulady in
nurﬂln'nmuiuf]mﬂﬂtmshﬂmmmuf
certain ethnic groups, such as the Kampong of Chinese,
Arabian, and Kaman. The of the Kampongs i
unique and specific because they color the life of cities.
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Besides, the presence of “alun-alun™ (roundabout) can
designate the location of Regent’s office, and around it,
usually, can be found “Masgjid Agung™ (The Great
Mosque) where Kampong Esuman is useally located
behind it, pnison, and market. The physical artifact
potencies, which are unique and specific, can be one of
assets to build city identity by revitalize them in order
to be the distinguishing features from other cities.
Although the cibies grow m their development, the most
important thing is how the uniqueness and the specific
physical artifacts can be in harmony with modern and
new buildings or physical artifacts.

3) Giving Priority to Mass Transportation System

Inefficiencies are ﬁ'equmtly occurred in the
development of big cities m Indonesia because the
and representative mass lr:nﬁ[mrlalirm arc
not available yel. In Indonesian cities, the
availability of public transportation, mnf a8 bus way,
monorail, and some other mass frensportation modes, 15
himriublc. !lmming in big cities, caused by the
increasing quantity of vehicles and the owner of
personal cars, must be ended immediately. By doing so,
T consumption, particularly fuel, is expected 1o
Loe
Curitiba city, the city with the highest car
ownership in Brazil and the number of passengers by
2.2 million of people each day, provide busway with the
capacity of 270 passengers, 340 routes, and 192 buses.
It can reduce the urban city dependence on privale cars.
In addition, Curitiba is also & city with the lowest
pollution level in the world (because of low emergy
consumplion). To limit the use of private cars, the level
mass ion service must be better than private
car's (Tohjiwa, 2008). Some cities in Ewrope and
America provide transporiation facilities of tram by
using electric power thai has parallel track with roads.
The description occurred in Curitiba city, Brazil, and in
some other cities in Europe and Amenica, does not only
give comfort for citizens, but also creates a city identity,
al least from the aspect of the mass transportation. With
g safe and comfortable mass trnmsportation system, i
will belp building an wnderstanding in  anyone's
cognition who ever expenienced and saw the city that
the city has local specific characteristic.

The milway tracks on Riyudi Street, Solo
Sowrce: Author, 2009

In Solo city, there is the tansportation potency of
rnﬂw:yu:cknlmgﬂhmclﬁi}radis-tmd.lfhiiundas
inter-city and inter-region transportation in town, it will
be the identity ufﬂohcn}r Htm.ly the priority to mass
transporiation miore service to people in terms
of accessibility. Comforiable mass transportation can be
used as city tour facility for tourists.

A TR

4) Giving Priority for Pedestrians and Puoblic

Space

The circulation path in most citiezs in Indonesia
gives bigger portion for motorcycles, but the sidewalk
{trotear) is nol more than 1.2 meters wide and shared
with Mowerpots, dustbin, pavements (sidewalk traders),
eic. [l office and business path in the center of cities can
b connected with comfortable pedestrians, employecs
will pot have to drive their cars to find food for lunch.

In Curitiba, Brazil, the center area of the city is
arranged with wide portion for pedestrians having life
activities for almost 24 hours: It gains profit in tourism
sector of the city by USS 280 million, contributes 4% of
ihe city income, and 1 gs denendence on vehicles.

Fijiure 4
ian Path
Source: Auithor, 2000

Public space has important roles and functions for
people’s activities in & city. Therefore, the handling of
city space should get ils special concern and
continuously increase the quality in order to
accommodaie people’s wanls as the cily resideats, both
physically and in sppreciations. Thus, a city can be
livelier and develop so thal it reguires participation of
all parties. In addition, the guality increase of public
space does not depend on the city government, but the
entire community elements and other institulions, such
as profession organizations, business and industry
associations, joumnalists, experts, NGO, and city

ubservers.

The presence ol public space must be
generate vitality for city. It means, public mﬂd
be livelier with the existience ul'r.uﬂ. ¥ and
other activiies using public spade, i festivals

(Lynch, 1972).

...:. wdﬂlﬁf
Source: Author, 2006

The City 7

363

of Engineering Faculty - [apaego Uinfersity in colabaratsan sitf NUSH

Wpimrgeaan blskayiia, Unbertas indon, Yal ishss Cobege Paramtse Thatend,

Lirwveady
mwmumm_rwmmu“ﬂm_“mmmm

imrbeE laroriors Soah rae et nn Siarirere blaste Crmmredtes S Sl -Lewy |




Therefore, public space is the mosl imporiani
element in city civilization. [t is the place for a good
social relationship brnging a city toward “madani
society (civil society). Hi_ﬂ.mriﬁlﬂjr, according 1o
Habermns discourse, public space or offentlichkei
becomes the space of middle class institution having
strong influsnce in social revelution process. The power
of middle bourgeos class in Europe, for example, grew
in cafés that became the space to discuss business issues
and also public affair issues. In East Europe, café was
the place for politic and great issue discussions in the
world. Even, Trosky was in the muddle of drmlong
coffee when the October Revolution occurred in Russia
Particularly in Pans, discussion culfire in café also
pioneered the birth of art works and modem lilersiures,
Public space, actually, is the demoerstio spaee in wiiich
all people meeL ltbdmﬂlnmﬁ
people 1o tolerate , atid lhie place for"
to exercise in facin; I

5) Having the Content of Collective

A city that easily invites stromg impression for
people who remember it, is a city that can save memory
so that it can give sweet memory when it is visited for
the nexi occasion. A city having memory conient,
generally, is the city emerged related 10 its unigue and
imeresting  historical factors. The existence of
traditional citiess and pre-colonial trading cities,
basically, is historical cities. Meanwhile, Rosi (1982)
stated that a city bom because of historical process is
also a repository of hatory. There are two approaches
to understand city as history; [i] as material artifact, is
the manufactured object leaving trace and city becomes
historical text, [ii] as collective imagination, a city is
viewed as the synthesis of the series of values,

One of the examples of cities having the content of
collective memory is Yogyakarts city, especially in the
city center (around Malioboro area). As the city space

formed because of historical factor, so this city space
stores a lot of past memones related to cullural, social,
spiritual, economic, and politic aspects. Because it
saves strong past memories and impresses ils space
agents, so there is the want to always repeat their
attendance in this city life. As Bono (1976) stated,
memory always leave traces (memory iraces) having
functions as the sign or memory clue. Boyer (1994) also

activities, and histories must be the main

in designing this city developiment, The
upruhnfd!yuﬁhﬂ!khﬂuﬂﬂ#my
from various architectural shapes ind cify’'s past plans.
Therefore, 10 be able lo appreciale city
observer should ool only koot al city from merel
formal-functional point of view, but also followed by
the form undemstanding along with the interpretation of
the meaning. Collective miemiory is not only impressed
memory or expeficnce of itany people lo a city space,

Fef

binding of o ¢ty Because of histofic:
ﬁm.ﬂ:hmnﬂm!i thm,jn_‘ :

6) Having More Latent Functions

A city easily recognized of ils identity is started by
bow the city provide and manage comfortable street
space for its citizen, the accessibility from one
destination 1o others, and how the streels are used as
interaction media. Jane Jacobs in her book of The Death
and Life of Great American Cities (1962) remembered
us, When we think sbout a city, it comes to our mind of
its streel, If streets in the city are interesting, attractive,
and lively, so the city i mieresting. However, if the
streets are quiet, dead, and even frightening, so the city
will be boring and not inleresting to visit. The street life
and functions become one of important things for city
altraction.

The ways of thinking of most city planners and
managers usually view the presence of street space as
merely “engineering spoce”™ o accommodale the
oumber of vehicle Aow. Such street space is, generally,
only planned based on technical standard and rarely
designed well o be a social space enabling o nvite
sociely to participste in social interaction sincerely. The
extinction of sireed space potency as democratic
interaction space for urhan society, finally, causes city
to be rigid and tasteless. Like robol, city also has
function technically but without soul. According 1o Jane
Jacobs, a sociologist, livable cities In which ihe
urbanity values develop well, the social inleraction
space for urban society, mainly, frequently takes place
in the corridor of city streets.

Streets should be given freedom to produce their
latent functions. Streets do nol only have functions as
traffic path, bul also they appear as the social place for
people to do activities inside them, and a street can be
said a space when it has the specific characteristic of
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local culture. In addition, streets are formed baged on
the presence of buildings covering them and (he
existing landscape. This space, by space agents, is given
activilies in it and occupied by various agents in il from
governmenl officers, pavements, and so forth. Besides,
there are other users in this space, such as wvehicle
community agenis, cconomic agents of advertisement,
and streel parking men. The existence of these space
users is thought as interrelated pari, there is no conflict
among users, the determination of territorial border, and
the conflict of rights is in one space. The indication is
they complete their existence one to each other, seems
like there is a norm and regulation agresd among the
users,

The activities emerged on the strect are called, by

lepﬂﬂ.h\rmglﬂmﬁmmuua“uid:

The Latent Function of Stroct Space used lor
the gathering of anfique vespa cheb.
Source: Author, 2009

E.nlimc}nsmbwl;ufﬁwﬂrm M]anl.l

D. HOW TO MAINTAIN CITY IDENTITY?

city. Initislly, the two places were expecied o be the
icon of Medan and Surabaya city, bul, gradually, the
cons were apparent death, even the culinary cenler of
Kesawan had been terminated at all.

The second case, the existence of cities along the
northern coast of Java, recenily, is experiencing the
process of lost identity because of their disinlegration
with pew fmctions. The city cenlers do nol have
vilality because (he attractions address more 1o
shopping ceters.

To revive the vitality of an icon, it requires what
hubmwﬂudu“uﬂimpnwm".hmﬂlﬂ' luTwth
the mast important of wrbak
Mﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂn}r
mwmmmﬂ-ﬂm
gﬂhﬂh?nfpmplﬁ‘mthemm-hgcychmvdinghfe
power of a city

To defend city identity based on local wisdom, it
requires a brave penetration, parficularly from the
decigion makers by involving more society’s role in
commitment, the pext siép i doing identification or
research to map the existing local potency and wealih.

The research results are expected 1o be sble to
identify and to study local uniqueness and specific
characteristic.' The uniquemess and  specific
characteristic should be related to: [i] the intangible
space wealth, which is & system of values, cultural
behavior, local customs; [ii] tangible city wealth, which
15 space selting with unigue activities created as
interrelationship between the socicty and the city. In
temms of the uniqueness above, every action of space
planning must be started from digging understanding in
the field o find fis uniqueness units, and then every
works of planning must consider the unigueness.
Therefore, every work of space planning is expecied not
i be arbitrary by making the design or the city space
brand new that will even make the socicty as users of
the city space feel strange with their space. The forms
of new spaces offered by each work of planning must
nol wesken or even eliminaie the exisience and the
continuity of the existing space uniquencss units, The
roles of planner and manager of city development do
nol only formulate the plan of the city physically and
rational, functional, deterministic space, but tum to the
involvement aspects of its space agents.

Mext, the research results should be the agreed
standard collectively in giving contribution o the
solutions of urban issues. So far, the weaknesses
happened in city planning and designing approaches
based on positivistic-deterministic concept do not view
phenomenological subjective matters as strength so that
Ihermhbmﬁj'mdmﬂnmghn.hﬂmrﬂﬂt.
the city ploming and designing i positivistic-
deterministic ways will produce disorganized face and
life of uban so that it is wommed that the nexi
generation will lose collective memory in their
cognitive image o local potency and identity of a city.
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E. CONCLUSION AND CLOSING

not an casy thing, In addition, the stronger market casily
influences development policy of & city, which had
been composed, particularly in the form of regional
layoui. Om the other hand, building city identity is
highly needed because city identity is not only about the
personality of a city, but it is wider on how people who
reside it become more comfortsble in socializing and
interacting. In addition, the society who ohserves it
becomes more interested in visiting it because of its
various local wealth polencies.

By the time of city identity crisis, it is required
efforts to build city identity by involving local socicty
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